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The International Women's Year Bulletin 
is published periodically by the Branch 
for the Promotion of F.quality of Men 
and Women of the Centre for Social 
Development and Humanitarian Affairs of 
the Department of Economic and Social 
Affairs. Its purpose is to keep people 
informed on activities at the national, 
regional and international levels in 
celebration of IWY, 1975. 
Through this Bulletin we hope Govern-
ments, organizations and individuals 
will be able to exchange ideas and 
action programmes for the Year, and 
learn of the events taking place all 
over the world. 
Reci pients of this Bulletin are urged 
to s end any relevant information on 
IWY activities in their countries to 
the Editor (Room 3115 ) so that wider 
geographi cal coverage can be given to 
nat i onal activities. 
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Inauguration ceremony 
held in the Juan de la Barrera 
Stadium in Mexico City 
Seated to the right of the 
presiding table is President 
Luis Echeverria of Mexico. 
At the presiding table (from 
left): Secretary-General of 
the Conference and IWY, Helvi 
Sipila; Secretary-GeneraL Kurt 
Waldheim ; President of the 
Conference, Pedro Ojeda Paullada ; 
Secretary of the Conf erence, 
Diego Cordovez; and Deputy 
Secretary-General of the 
Conference and IWY, Margaret 
K. Bruce. 
At the opening meeting of the World Conference of the IWY o~ 19 June .1975 , addresses 
made by Secretary-General,Kurt Waldheim, President Echeverria of Mexico, Confere~ce 
Secretary-General Helvi Sipila and Pedro Ojeda Paullada, Attorney-General of Mexico, 
was elected President of the Conference. 
were 
who 
Mr. Waldheim told the Conference that "'lhere are some who believe the issue of women's 
rights and opportunities is a 'luxury' matter, not to be regarded as of comparable import-
ance to the many other social, humanitarian and economic problems which we confront today. 
This attitude, I believe, is fundamentally wrong. It is an argument that ignores the fact 
that these problems themselves cannot be resolved without the active involvement of women. 
It also by implication, denies their right to a role in solving problems which are c~mmon 
to all members of the human race. Not only is discrimination against women - as against 
any other group - unjust, offensive to human dignity, and an infringement of human rights, 
but it also has severe consequences for the economic and social development of nations. 
.... when we fully assess the potentialities of women for the benefit of all, recognize that 
they have had markedly little influence in the past in shaping of national and internatirnal 
policies, and when we appreciate how much talent and positive involvement in society which 
we have needlessly i gnored, I am confident that this Conference will represent a turning-
point in changing attitudes, prejudices and assumptions which are based neither in human 
equity nor in practical common sense." 
President Echeverria said, "It is an indisputable fact that women throughout the centuries 
have been to varying degrees relegated to a marginal position and even in our own day do not 
enjoy complete de jure or de facto equality with men •••• The women of the entire world, 
whatever the differences between them, have in common the painful experience of receiving 
or having received unequal treatment. As their awareness of this phenomenon increases they 
will find themselves becoming natural allies of the struggle against any form of oppression. 
For this reason, women constitute an enormous revolutionary reserve in the world of today. 
•.. the oppressed man who assumes attitudes of superiority towards women reproduces within 
the family the conduct of his oppressors and thus, giving vent in this misguided way to his 
discontent, he compromises the possibilities of his own progress." He stressed the need 
for radical social and economic changes in order to provide meaningful gains for all women 
as well as men. Calling for the realization of a new international economic order, he 
said the aspirations of the majority of the world's women could not be fulfilled without an 
end to the unfair economic relations resulting from colonialism and nee-colonialism. 
Ms. Sipila said that "Men cannot claim an exclusive right to shape the future of our world. 
It is high time for them to accept the challenge and share with women in the decision-
making process •... "It is high time to acknowledge that the denial of women's rights and 
opportunities is at the very root of our development problems and socio-economic ills -
including illiteracy, malnutrition, mass poverty and unchecked rates of population growth'.' 
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Measures must be taken not only to provide 
education and training, economic independence 
but also a radical change in attitudes so that 
women can play their full role in society. 
What was needed was "to translate into action 
the principles already agreed upon" over the 
last 30 years. 
Mr. Ojeda said the Conference would contribute 
to the achievement of a new international 
economic order and to the aims of the Charter 
of Economic Rights and Duties of States. 
******* 
WORLD CONFERENCE OF THE INTERNATIONAL WOMEN'S 
YEAR, Mexico City, 19 June to 2 July 1975 
Pedro Ojeda Paullada, Attorney-General of 
Mexico, was elected President. Jeanne 
Martin Cisse, Permanent Representative of 
Guinea to the United Nations, was elected 
Chairperson of Committee I, which dealt with 
the World Plan of Action. Shapour Rassekh, 
Deputy Minister for Plan and Budget Organiza-
tion of Iran, was elected Chairperson of 
Committee II, which dealt with the status of 
women and obstacles to progress and integra-
tion of women in development. The Rapport-
eur-General was Maria Groza, Member of 
Parliament of Romania. 
Representatives of 133 countries attended the 
Conference as well as participants from 7 
inter-gove;nmental bodies, 21 United Nations 
organs and specialized agencies, 8 liberation 
movements and 114 non-governmental organiza-
tions. 
Prime Minister Sirimavo Bandaranaike of Sri 
Lanka and Prime Minister Olof Palme of 
Sweden addressed the Conference. A number 
of wives of Presidents or Prime Ministers 
spoke to the gathering, including Mrs. Jahin 
Al-Sadat of Egypt, Mrs. Viola Burnham of 
Guyana, Mrs. Lea Rabin of Israel, Mrs. 
Beverly Manley of Jamaica,3egum Nusrat 
Bhutto of Pakistan, and Mrs. l)nelda Marcos 
of the Philippines. Princess Ashraf Pahlavi 
(Iran) and Prince Masitsela (Swaziland) headed 
their respective delegations. 
Women delegates outnumbered men by about five 
to one. The leaders of delegations included 
many women cabinet officials, members of 
legislative bodies, judges and one cosmonaut -
Valentina Nikolaeva-Tereshkova of the Soviet 
Union. 
Messages were read to the Conference from H.M. 
Queen Alia of the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan 
and from the following Heads of State or 
Government: Argentina, Bulgaria, Dominican 
Republic, Ecuador, Ethiopia, German Democratic 
Republic, Grenada, Guinea, Holy See, India, 
Japan, Panama, Poland, Romania, Somalia, Sudan, 
USSR and Yugoslavia. 
The Conference adopted a World Plan of Action 
f or the advancement of women, a Declaration 
of Mexico on equality of women and 34 resolu-
tions on the status of women and other issues. 
Recommending that 1975-1985 be declared a 
Decade for Women and Development, the Confer-
ence outlined measures to be taken by Govern-
ments, international organizations, the media 
and women and men themselves to advance and 
improve the situation of women. 
It also endorsed a proposal by Iran to 
recommend to the General Assembly that a 
second international conference on women be 
convened in 1980 in order to keep world 
consciousness on the situation of women alive. 
The World Plan of Action, the major achievement 
of the Conference, aims at ensuring the equality 
of women and reassessing their role in society 
in a set of guidelines and targets for action. 
It seeks to "stimulate national and inter-
national action to solve the problems of under-
development and of the socio-economic structures 
which place women in an inferior position, in 
order to achieve the goals of International 
Women's Year". 
- 4 -
WORLD CONFERENCE OF THE IWY (Contd.) 
In the Declaration of Mexico, 1975, which was 
sponsored by 74 developing countries, the 
Conference urged all peoples and Governments 
to dedicate themselves to the implementation 
of the goals and objectives of the Year, with 
a view to "realizing a human society where 
women and men can live in dignity, freedom, 
justice and prosperity". 
Together with resolutions aimed at improving 
rights and opportunities for women and expand-
ing the development process, the Conference 
adopted several resolutions on persecution in 
Chile, continued aid to Viet-Nam, a New 
Panama Canal treaty, assistance to the 
Palestinians, establishment of a New Inter-
national Economic Order, the strengthening of 
detente, and effective measures of disarmament 
World Plan of Action 
The Plan of Action was initially drafted by 
the UN Secretariat and was redrafted before 
the Conference to incorporate suggestions and 
amendments made by the 23-member Consultative 
Committee for the Conference. The introduc-
tion and chapter I (National action) of this 
redraft were amended by the First Committee; 
the remaining five chapters were adopted as 
they appeared in the draft submitted to the 
Conference. The First Committee recommended 
the adoption of the Plan in this fashion, when 
it decided there was insufficient time to 
review and consolidate the some 894 amendments 
which had been submitted to the draft. The 
introduction contained 25 paragraphs as com-
pared to 16 in the original version prepared 
by the Secretariat. It was adopted unanimously. 
On the national level, the Plan recommends 
both general and specific measures on admin-
istrative and organizational matters, legis-
lation, political participation, employment, 
population and other areas relevant to the 
status and role of women in society. 
The Plan recommends achievement of the follow-
ing as a minimum by the end of the first five-
year period of the 1975-1985 decade: 
- An increase in literacy of women; 
- Extension of vocational training in basic 
skills, including modern farming methods; 
- Parity of enrolment at the primary level of 
education; 
- Increased employment opportunities for 
women; 
_ Establishment and increase of services 
required in rural areas and others; 
_ Enactment of legislation on equal political 
participation with men, equal employment 
opportunities and remuneration, and on equality 
in legal capacity and its exercise; 
_ Encouragement of increased participation of 
women in the formulation of action policies 
at all levels; 
_ Increased provision for health education 
and services, sanitation, nutrition, family 
education, family planning and other welfare 
services. 
- Provision for parity in the exercise of civil, 
social and political rights such as those 
pertaining to marriage, citizenship and 
commerce; 
- Recognition of the economic value of women's 
work in the home, in domestic food production 
and marketing and in voluntary activities not 
traditionally remunerated; 
- Redirection of formal, non-formal and life-
long education towards the re-evaluation of 
men and women, in order to ensure their full 
realization as an individual in the family and 
in society; 
- The promotion of women's organizations as an 
interim measure within workers' organizations 
and educational, economic and professional 
institutions; 
- The development of modern rural technology, 
cottage industry, pre-school day centres, time 
and energy-saving devices so as to help reduce 
the heavy workload of women, particularly those 
in rural areas and urban poor so as to facilitate 
the full participation of women in community, 
national and international affairs ; 
- The establishment of machinery within each 
government to accelerate the achievement of 
equal opportunities for women and their full 
integration in national life, 
These minimum objectives, the Plan states, 
should be developed in "more specific terms" 
in regional plans of action (which will become 
part of the World Plan). 
The Plan states that the functions and roles 
traditionally allotted to each sex within the 
family should be continually re-examined and 
~eassessed in the light of changing conditions . 
if women are to enjoy equal rights , opportunities 
and responsibilities in society. 
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In a section on the mass media and public 
attitudes the Plan states that the media 
"could exercise a significant influence in 
helping to remove prejudices and stereotypes". 
At present "the media tend to reinforce tradi-
tional attitudes, often portraying an image of 
women that is degrading and humiliating". It 
calls on those in control to project "a more 
dynamic image of women". 
The Plan calls on Governments to ensure that 
women are equitably represented at internation-
al meetings and Secretariats of international 
organizations are asked to ensure an equitable 
balance between men and women staff members 
before the end of the Second United Nations 
Development Decade (1980). 
United Nations regional commissions are asked 
to stimulate the interest of Governments and 
NGO's in the Plan and provide the expertise 
needed to assist them in its implementation. 
Regional development banks, subregional banks 
and bilateral funding agencies should be asked 
to give high priority to projects which assist 
the integration of women in the development 
effort and achievement of equality. 
Declaration of Mexico 
The Declaration of Mexico was adopted by a 
vote of 89 in favour to 3 against with 18 
abstentions. 
The Declaration sets forth 30 principles 
stating the need for measures to advance 
women's rights and linking those goals with 
economic and political objectives. 
The issue of inequality, as it affects the vast 
majority of women, the Declaration states, is 
"closely linked with the problem of under-
development which exists as a result not only 
of unsuitable internal structures, but also of 
a profoundly unjust world economic system". 
Since the state of international economic 
relations poses "serious obstacles" to a more 
efficient utilization of all human and material 
potential for accelerated development, it is 
"essential to establish and implement with 
urgency the New International Economic Order 
of which the Charter of Economic Rights and 
Duties of States constitutes a basic element". 
The Declaration stated: "The human body, 
whether that of women or man is inviolable and 
respect for it is a fundamental element of 
human dignity and freedom" and "Every couple 
and every individual has the right to decide 
freely and responsibly whethP~ or not to 
have children ...• " 
Resolutions 
The Conference adopted 34 resolutions on issues 
such as the integration of women in develop-
ment, health, work and educational opportuni-
ties, political and social participation, the 
United Nations and women, anti-discrimination 
measures, peace and disarmament, and on 
Palestine, Chile, Panama and Viet-Nam. 
In a resolution on research and training for 
the advancement of women in Africa, the 
Conference welcomed the decision of the Confer-
ence of African Ministers of the ECA to estab-
lish a Pan-African Research and Training 
Centre for women, supported the decision of 
the Pan-African Women's Organization to 
establish a training centre and called on all 
Governments, NGO's and UN specialized agencies 
concerned to contribute to the development of 
these centres. 
On international co-operation in projects 
designed to achieve the objectives of the 
World Plan of Action, the Conference adopted 
a resolution which recommended simplification 
of procedures governing assistance to projects 
designed to integrate women into development, 
that such projects be directed by women and 
requested the Secretary-General and the 
specialized agencies draw up plans of assist-
ance with respect to this matter . 
For the purpose of providing staff and 
financial resources to carry out the World 
Plan of Action, a further resolution urged 
Governments and organizations of the UN 
family to allocate staff, particularly women 
and finances to aid in its implementation. 
It also recommended the continuing operation 
of the Commission on the Status of Women or 
some other representative body within the 
United Nations, designed "to deal solely with 
problems relating to the status of women " . 
On the subject of women and health, the 
Conference recommended that Governments should: 
give high priority to community health pro-
grammes, mobile units and education of women 
about their health rights; introduce measures 
to prevent all forms of discrimination and 
cruelty against women; provide "adequate aid 
and assistance where suffering results from 
the lack of understanding of institutions, in 
particular in health, maternal and child care 
and family planning services"; and establish 
priorities in medical research and training 
of health personnel for prevention and cure 
of women's health problems. 
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In the first of two resolutions on the partici-
pation of women in delegations to the United 
Nations bodies, the Conference requested all 
Governments to ensure the participation of 
women in the seventh special session of the 
General Assembly and recommended the inclusion 
in the agenda of the General Assembly of an 
item relating to the status of women. In the 
second resolution, the Conference recommended 
that in the current year Member States should 
increase substantially the number of women in 
their delegations, and to improve upon it in 
subsequent years. 
On the prevention of exploitation of women and 
girls, the Conference urged Governments "to 
take energetic action to put an end to forced 
prostitution and the traffic in women", and to 
adopt measures "to avert the forced recruitment 
of women and young girls into prostitution" as 
well as measures to rehabilitate prostitutes. 
On employment of women by the United Nations 
and the specialized agencies, the Conference 
said that it was a "widely known fact" that 
"in comparison to men, the conditions under 
which women enter the service of the United 
Nations, work in it, achieve promotion and 
enjoy its benefits are by no means as equitable 
as the Charter of the United Nations requires". 
Therefore, it recommended that the United 
Nations and its agencies "recognize their 
responsibilities to set an example to Member 
States in employment and personnel practices". 
On the protection of maternal and child health, 
the Conference recognized that "the high rate 
of illegal abortions by non-qualified persons 
is a serious maternal health problem in 
several developing countries, particularly in 
the case of migrant women living under sub-
standard housing conditions". It urged that 
health programmes be developed and health 
services should reflect the needs of the 
community. 
In access of women to financial assistance, 
the Conference recommended the establishment of 
mechanisms to meet the credit needs of low-
income women in rural and urban areas and 
facilitate their access to existing financial 
institutions and encouraged present steps 
being taken by NGO's and women's organizations 
to establish their own financial institutions 
and banks. 
The Conference, in a resolution calling for 
more research on population and the integra-
tion of women in development, recognized that 
existing knowledge was insufficient and 
recommended that the UN carry out research 
on the impact of population trends on 
women's roles in the family and society and 
other related topics. 
In a resolution on special resources for the 
integration of women in development, the 
Conference recommended that the General 
Assembly declare 1975-1985 as a "Decade for 
Women and Development" and urged Governments 
to implement their national plans of action 
with minimum targets to be achieved by 1980. 
It also asked the Secretary-General to submit 
a report to the thirtieth session of the 
General Assembly on how additional funds 
could be channelled and administered through 
United Nations bodies. 
A resolution on social security and family 
security urged Governments to recognize 
"paternity and maternity" as a social 
function and recommended paid leave during 
pregnancy and delivery, as well as job 
security for mothers for a minimum of one 
year after delivery. They were urged to 
establish day-care, recreation and social 
centres, and to provide social and rehabili-
tation services for handicapped women. 
More research for formulation of policies 
concerning integration of women in the 
development process was needed, the Conference 
said in another resolution. Women's 
activities, it found, "have received 
insufficient attention" in development 
research. The Conference requested the 
Secretary-General "to establish a system-wide 
United Nations research programme on the posi-
tion and role of women in development", and 
to provide for the dissemination of informa-
tion on such research. 
Women in many parts of the world "are demand-
ing access to advice on family health services 
and the spacing of their children", the 
Conference declared in a resolution on family 
planning. This resolution called on Govern-
ments, consistent with their national policy, 
to provide adequate education and health 
services to enable women who so desire to 
decide on the number and spacing of their 
children. 
In a resolution on popular participation, the 
Conference recommended that Member States 
sponsor voluntary social promotion programmes, 
such as self-help groups, co-operatives, 
wom:n's groups and other organizations at all 
socio-economic levels. The basic objective of 
thes: ~roups should be improvement of living 
cond1t1ons. 
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A resolution on the family urged States to 
treat the family "as an object of special pro-
tection and to recognize its rights with 
respect to its formation and its defense, 
establishing the legal equality of the spouses" 
and they should guarantee the freedom of 
individuals and couples to freely decide the 
number and spacing of their children. 
"Although women constitute half the population, 
their situation in the greater part of the 
world is that of the exploited in relation to 
that of men", the Conference declared in a 
resolution on political and social participa-
tion. The Conference recommended that Govern-
ments establish national commissions and, 
where such commissions exist, empower them to 
serve as ombudsmen, in order "to ensure the 
active participation of women in structural 
reforms", and that such commissions or institu-
tions report periodically, or at least once a 
year, on progress made to the United Nations. 
Regarding women and the communications media, 
the Conference declared that often the media 
"tend to reinforce and present a stereotyped, 
degrading and immoral image of women, partic-
ularly in connexion with the marketing of 
consumer goods". It condemned "the degrading 
exploitation of women as a sex sympbol and 
instrument of economic interests by certain 
media". The Conference requested Governments 
and responsible organizations to promote "the 
projection of a dignified and positive image 
of women, divesting them of their role as 
vehicles for publicity" in order to change 
attitudes of both men and women. It request-
ed those in charge of mass media "to cease pro-
jecting and gradually eliminate commercialized, 
tasteless and stereotyped images of women, 
particularly in pornographic publications, the 
use of such images in depicting sexual crimes 
and crimes of violence, and the dissemination 
of any material tending to create prejudices 
and negative attitudes". In addition, the 
Conference called for "the critical and 
creative participation of women in all systems 
of mass communication". It also requested 
the Secretary-General to present a report on 
this subject to the Commission on the Status 
of Women at its next session. 
Stating that "the political factor still plays 
an important role in the integration of women i 
some parts of the world", the Conference set 
forth in one resolution a number of aims in the 
areas of peace, disarmament, and economic 
restructuring linked to improvement in the 
situation of women. It called for an end to 
"exploitation, including that conducted by 
transnational corporations"; stressed the need 
for a new international economic order; appeal-
ed for general and complete disarmament; drew 
attention to the importance of improving the 
position of millions of rural women "so that 
they may become modern agricultural producers", 
and requested Governments to take measures so 
that women participate on an equal footing with 
men in decision-making. 
In a resolution on the condition of women in 
rural areas, the Conference called on Govern-
ments to carry out rural development programmes 
and ensure legal parity and economic rights for 
peasant women, and requested international and 
bilateral agencies to support efforts of 
developing countries to increase agricultural 
productivity. 
The Conference considered that "extreme poverty 
constitutes and obstacle to the enjoyment of 
basic human rights" in a resolution on~ 
and development and recommended that women 
assume a special role in working to overcome 
the causes of poverty. 
The Conference requested the revision and 
expansion of the International Standard Classi-
fications of Occupations, and provision of new 
categories recognizing the following as occupa-
tions: caring for dependants, housework, all 
forms of domestic production, family workers 
and voluntary social work. It also requested 
the ILO relabel classifications as necessary 
I which imply that a job can only be done by 
either a female or a male. 
On education and training, the Conference called 
for free and compulsory primary and secondary 
education as soon as possible to ensure equal 
opportunities for girls and boys. Co-education 
and identical curricula, free of sex bias, 
should be provided at all levels, and reforms 
in educational systems should be carried out 
"so that girls and boys will consider each 
other as equals". It also called for literacy 
and education programmes to be financed from 
the Fund for IWY. 
The Conference said that priority should be 
given in 1976 to the adoption of a convention 
on the elimination of discrimination against 
women and welcomed the progress made by the 
Commission on the Status of Women in drafting 
such a convention and urged Governments to 
ratify existing conventions and instruments 
of the UN system. 
The Conference recommended the establishment 
of an international training and research 
institute for the promotion of women, financed 
- 8 -
WORLD CONFERENCE OF THE IWY (Contd.) 
through voluntary contributions. The insti-
tute would undertake research on policies 
benefiting women, assist in designing research 
to monitor changes in the situation of women, 
and develop training programmes enabling 
women to assume leadership roles within their 
own societies and increase their earning 
possibilities. The Secretary-General was 
asked to appoint an expert group to assist in 
establishing the institute. 
All organs of the United Nations development 
system, specialized agencies, and other inter-
national assistance programmes, the Conference 
declared in a further resolution, should 
support initiatives that integrate women in 
the development process. It recommended that 
they incorporate in their development plans 
"an impact statement of how such proposed 
programmes will affect women as participants 
and beneficiaries, in consultation with the 
United Nations Commission on the Status of 
Women". It was also recommended that women 
participate in the decision-making levels in 
the implementation of such programmes. 
Several resolutions were adopted by the 
Conference on women's participation, contribu-
tion and promotion of world peace. They 
urged Governments to encourage more women in 
diplomatic careers, provide opportunities for 
women in the international civil service, allo 
more women to take part in foreign policy 
decision-making, and take various steps to 
increase women's awareness and understanding 
of political issues. 
In a resolution on a new Panama Canal treaty, 
the Conference expressed the view that the 
negotiations must eliminate the colonial and 
racial situation, and occupation without the 
consent of the sovereign authority. 
Concerning Palestinian and Arab women the 
Conference appealed to all women of the world 
to extend assistance to them in their struggle 
for self-determination and national independ-
ence. 
The Conference adopted a resolution on Viet-N 
appealing to women and peoples of the world 
to do everything possible to prevent the 
occurrence of another war like that of Viet-N 
Regarding Chile, the Conference demanded that 
the Chilean authorities immediately abstain 
from any political executions, torture, 
persecution and denial of liberty and jobs. It 
also demanded the immediate release of all 
political prisoners, especially women and 
children. 
The Conference expressed "its deep appreciation 
to the President of the Republic of Mexico, 
Luis Echeverria Alvarez, and to the Government 
and the people of Mexico City for making 
possible the holding of the Conference in 
Mexico City and for their generous hospitality 
and valuable contribution to the successful 
contribution of the work of this historic 
Conference." 
The Conference decided to recommend that the 
General Assembly of the United Nations at its 
thirtieth session should consider the conven-
ing another world conference on women in 1980. 
Final Statements 
In a concluding statement to the Conference, 
Ms. Sipila told delegates that the Conference 
would go down as "a turning-point in human 
history". Never before, Ms. Sipila said, had 
891 women represented 133 Governments at any 
conference, and never before had there been 
so many high-ranking women present and partici-
pating in a United Nations session. 
Another precedent-breaking result of the Con-
ference, Ms. Sipila noted, was the massive 
coverage it drew- from the media and the 
number of non-governmental bodies it attract-
ed. More than 1,500 representatives of the 
mass media covered it, and over 5,000 persons 
participated in its parallel activities. 
Turning to intangible achievements, Ms. Sipila 
pointed to the "new sisterhood and brotherhood, 
a new solidarity and partnership", which would 
not end with the Conference. 
Mr. Paullada described the Conference as "the 
largest and most serious effort which the 
international community has made for the 
purpose of improving the status of women, and 
yet it is only the beginning, the first step 
in the establishment of a society in which 
women, all the women of the world, can 
increasingly become the mistresses of their 
own destinies". 
******* 
On the opening day of the Conference, Princess 
Ashraf Pahlevi of Iran, presented a cheque for 
$1 million to the Secretary-General. Part of 
this money was to be allocated to the inter-
national research and training institute for 
the promotion of women, whose establishment was 
recommended at the Conference (resolution 26 ). 
Dr . Shirley Summerskill Head of the United 
Kingdom delegation to the Conference also 
announced a contribution (s ee page 26 ). 
******* 
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PARALLEL ACTIVITIES 
Parallel activities took place at the time of 
the Conference, providing forums of discussion 
for the general public, journalists and 
experts on women's questions. 
For example, there was the Tribune independ-
ent of the Conference but concurrent with it, 
which was organized by the Conference of Non-
Governmental Organizations in Consultative 
Status with the Economic and Social Council. 
A Journalists' Encounter, organized for 50 
journalism fellows by the Centre for Economic 
and Social Information of the United Nations 
Office of Public Information, explored the 
themeof the Year - equality, development and 
peace. 
A Seminar on "Women in Development" was organ-
ized by the American Association for the 
Advancement of Science, in conjunction with 
the United Nations Institute for Training and 
Research (UNITAR) and the United Nations 
Development Programme (UNDP). 
Journalists' Encounter 
The Attorney General of Mexico, Dr. Pedro 
Ojeda Paullada, opened the Encounter in Mexico 
City's Medical Centre on 16 June. This pre-
conference activity lasted three days and was 
chaired by Ms. Esmeralda Arboleda Cuevas of 
Colombia who had previously been a represnta-
tive of her country to the UN Commission on 
the Status of Women and is presently a 
Consultant to UNESCO in Paris. 
Opening the first session on equality, Ms. 
Eugenia Stevenson, Liberian Ambassador to the 
Federal Republic of Germany, said equality was 
essential to development. But for centuries, 
women had been conditioned to believe that 
their responsibility was to rear children. 
She emphasized the importance of education 
and employment opportunities to the achieve-
ment of equality and noted the importance of 
family planning which had been proven to be 
associated with the promotion of women. 
Professor Rafael Segovia Canosa, Director of 
the Centre for International Studies in the 
College of Mexico, analysed the problems 
underlying inequalities between men and women, 
particularly in Latin America. He noted that 
women's liberation began with the elite, a 
small group of suffragettes asking for the 
right to vote and led progressively to the 
awakening of public opinion . In Latin 
American the problems were being discussed at 
least, but they were greater among the poorer 
women in rural areas. 
Dr. Hoda Badran, UNICEF Adviser on Services for 
Women in Beirut, described changes taking 
place in the Arab world. As an example she 
cited a divorce case brought after a husband 
locked his young bride in their home to prevent 
her from returning to her teaching post. When 
he took his case to the courts asking the judge 
to order her home, the judge refused, noting 
that it was unacceptable to keep half of the 
population from working. Nevertheless, Dr. 
Badran said, there was still a large gap 
between the number of men and women in the 
labour force and the majority of working women 
were in low paid jobs. In theory there was 
equality, but in practice women were hindered 
by the lack of training, shortage of child care 
facilities and the difficulty of combining work 
with traditional family occupations . 
In the discussion which followed an Encounter 
fellow from Tanzania pointed out that the bride 
had won the right to work at the cost of her 
marriage, and asked the question which 
recurred frequently throughout the Encounter -
How can women have their rights and marriage 
as well? The panelists were then asked to 
relate their own personal experiences relating 
to marriage and their careers. 
Both Ambassador Stevenson and Dr. Badran said 
they had begun their careers after being 
widowed and mentioned the problems of being 
a single parent while studying. Ms. Arboleda 
Cuevas had had two marriages. Her first had 
ended with separation and not until after the 
death of her first husband was she able to 
combine marriage and career successfully. The 
third member of the panel, Professor Canosa 
said that although both he and his wife worked, 
their marriage was in some ways unequal because 
she had the fundamental role in bringing up 
their children. 
The second day of the Encounter, devoted to 
development, brought together Professor Josef 
Pajestka, Director of the Polish Institute of 
Planning , Ms. Satereh Farman-Farmaian, Director 
of the Teheran School of Social Work and Ms. 
Shirley Field-Ridley, Minister of Information 
and Culture of Guyana. 
Noting that too many theories of economic 
development pay scant att enti on t o women, 
Pr ofessor Pa,J es tka sai d t here could be no 
sol ution t o women' s pr obl ems without consider-
ing over a l l human pr ogress . In changine f r om 
from a t r adi tional t o a modern soci ety , he said 
women tended t o be l eft behind . To ~ive women 
real equality , soc i et y must support their repr o-
ductive function , as it does defense , education 
and other common inter ests . He termed this 
pol i cy "equality plus" . 
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Journalists' Encounter (Contd.) 
The last issue - peace was discussed by Mme. 
Caroline Diop, Vice-President of the National 
Assembly of Senegal, Dr. Danilo Dolci, 
Director of the Centre of Studies and Initia-
tives of Sicily and Ms. Gloria Steinem, 
F.ditor of "MS" Magazine of New York. 
Mme. Diop said that ,j ustice was a pre-
requisite for peace. Without peace there is 
no development she added. Speaking of the 
role women could play, she underlined that a 
woman is not a reproductive machine and 
criticized polygamy. 
Dr. Dolci said the key to creating a harmon-
ious world was development at the personal 
level which equipped people to solve problems 
at other levels. He said that new structures 
were necessary to enable people to understand 
their problems and participate in their solu-
tion. He felt that for mankind to survive, 
a new ethic and a new culture was necessary -
both non-violent. 
Gloria Steinem said that feminism is the "only 
path to humanism". It is intended to give a 
free choice to the individual, not only women, 
but to all victims of oppression. However, 
unlike other minorities, she said, women have 
no territory. Saying that "personal is 
political", she advocated reproductive freedom, 
not population control. "What we want is for 
each person to make the decision for oneself". 
In peaceful societies sex roles are not polar-
ized and she believed that inequality and 
injustice are the cause of violence and unless 
governments humanize sex roles it may be "our 
only chance of survival". She said that 
change must be "organic" within our everyday 
lives and hoped that "we are embarked on a 
period of humanism, when never again will any 
human being be born into an inferior role 
because of a visible difference". 
Ms. Esmeralda Arboleda Cuevas summed up the 
Encounter by enumerating the main problems 
that women faced and what should be done about 
them. First, she said, there is the problem 
of isolation since women are kept at home. 
The present social structures were not favour-
able to women. While it was natural for men 
to succeed, women must be doubly able. She 
said that women who succeed must consider 
themselves as delegates for their sisters. 
Women's fight for equality was all the more 
difficult because social structures are male-
oriented. Women should try therefore to change 
the social framework. She added that women 
have to sacrifice relative comfort to accept 
new responsibilities. Finally, she noted that 
women lack adequate preparation to take on 
work and other activities. 
In the question-and-answer period that followed, 
the presentation of women in the news media 
and advertising was raised and one journalist 
asked that her fellow journalists join her in 
working out a new press language. She urged 
a change in language and presentation to show 
women as they are in reality. 
Dr. Josef Pajestka, a panelist in one session, 
raised an objection to the way language was 
being used. He asked Ms. Steinem to use her 
influence to change the use of the words 
"women's revolution " because the phrase tended 
to antagonize many who were sympathetic to 
feminist aims. He suggested that women's 
movements were more far-reaching than achieving 
only feminist aims. "No nation can go free 
unless its women are free" he declared and 
added that women should view their goals with 
more urgency for the good of all humanity. 
At the close of the session, Ms. Helvi Sipila, 
Secretary-General of the World Conference of 
the IWY, and Ms. Arboleda Cuevas, President 
of the Encounter, expressed their appreciation 
to the participants and organizers of the 
Encounter and praised the open expression of 
ideas during the three-day session. Both 
said they felt the exchange had been helpful 
in bridging the disparities that many had 
felt existed in the women's movement. They 
spoke of the particular responsibilities 
borne by journalists from the Third World in 
helping their areas to understand and to aid 
in the solution of problems of women and of 
humanity. 
A special meeting was held on 27 June 1975 
at the Centro M~dico in Mexico City to discuss 
media attitudes towards IWY. Varinda Tarzi 
Vittachi, Chief of the Public Information and 
NGO's Office at the UN Fund for Population 
Activities, presided at the meeting, which 
included a presentation by two panelists, 
Elizabeth Reid, /dviser to the Prime Minister 
of Australia, and Mohamed Habib Boulares, 
contributing editor of Jeune Afrique. 
Ms. Reid illustrated the negative attitude of 
the Australian press towards the IWY through 
a case study giving examples of stories and 
headlines published since last year on the 
subject. News was not only scarce, it was 
often derogatory and hostile. When the IWY 
Nati9nal Committee received 2.6 million 
e ist ii,. 
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dollars, one paper carried the headline "Two 
Million for the Sheil as" ( an Australian slang 
word for women) . Papers charged it was "mad" 
to spend money for IWY in a recession period. 
When they were not deriding women, the papers 
were focusing on sensation. When Ms. Reid 
gave a press conference after her appointment 
as Adviser to the Prime Minister, questions 
came from the journalists focused on prostitu-
tion , rape and lesbianism. Not one question 
concerned the problems faced by women in 
Australia and what should be done about them, 
she said. Moreover, the press was at times 
subtly divisive with headlines such as "Women 
controversy can hurt husband's job". 
In the discussion period which followed some 
journalists suggested that improvement could 
be achieved with court action, less stress on 
sensationalism in journalist's schools and a 
direct approach by women to individual 
editors. One journalist felt that journalist 
encounters held at the regional and national 
levels would help correct the situation. 
Mr. Boulares in his statement said that, while 
it was necessary to point out the shortcomings 
of the press, it was not sufficient and he 
suggested that a seminar be organized to plan 
for a conference of journalists' associations 
which would adopt a code of ethics on the 
treatment of women's news. The seminar could 
identify the attitudes which are detrimental 
to the emancipation of women. Concerning the 
criticisms that had been made against the 
press, he said "We know the faults of the 
press, but we also know its power to promote 
our ideas". He added that he was interested 
in positive and practical results. He felt 
that Ms. Reid's remarks were not necessarily 
applicable to all countries and he felt that 
attitudes had evolved sympathetically in his 
country, Tunisia, and he also felt that IWY 
had been treated well by the press in his 
country and France where he spends much of 
his time. 
Mr. Vittachi, Chairman of the meeting, felt 
that the press was in search of conflict. 
Journalists, he felt, give the public what it 
wants, but they forget that they have corrupt-
ed the public in the first place. The press 
reflected the feelings of the middle class 
which feared radical change in the developed 
world, he said, but the attitude in the 
developing world, however, was different. 
While women's issues were previously treated 
with cynicism, UN sponsorship of IWY had given 
them respectability. He considered that the 
media often only reached an urbanized elite 
and was not responsive to the problems of the 
grassroots. It was important that women be 
educated, that they be brought into the 
process of journalism training, and integrate 
women's problems into social issues. It was 
also important for youth to express themselves 
since 67% of the population is under 30 years 
of age. 
A Pakistani journalist in the discussion period 
which followed suggested that the participants 
draft a manifesto for a code of ethics along 
the lines proposed by Mr. Boulares and ask 
their delegations at the Conference to incorp-
orate the suggestions in the Plan of Action. 
Mr. Vittachi felt it would be useful to draft 
a message to the world press also. 
The Office of Public Information will publish 
shortly a booklet entitled THE STORY 
OF MEXICO which will contain summaries of 
statements made at the Conference by various 
delegates as well as the complete text of 
the Declaration and the World Plan of Action. 
******* 
Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) 
The ECOSOC at its fifty-ninth session in 
Geneva adopted a resolution relating to the 
World Conference of the IWY. (E/RES/1959(LIX)). 
This resolution noted that the General Assembly 
in its resolution 3276(XXIX) of 10 December 
1974, requested the World Conference to submit 
the proposals and recommendations it made to 
the special session to be held in September 
1975 and also at its thirtieth regular 
session. ECOSOC considered that many of the 
recommendations and resolutions of the World 
Conference required urgent action and it also 
stressed the need for adequate data and 
research on all aspects of the status of women. 
ECOSOC urged Member States and all organiza-
tions of the UN system to take intensified and 
sustained action to achieve the full equality 
of men and women and to improve the quality of 
life of all human beings and recommended that 
the General Assembly in proclaiming 1975-1985 
as the Decade for Women and Development to 
ensure that continuing action is taken at the 
national, regional and international levels 
throughout that period. It also invited 
Governments to contribute to the voluntary 
fund in order to supplement the budgetary 
resources available for the implementation of 
the decisions of the Conference and also asked 
the Secretary-General to report to the thirtieth 
session of the General Assembly on the estab-
lishment of the international research and 
training institute for the promotion of women. 
******* 
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I. ACTIVITIES OF THE UN SYSTEM AND AFFILIATED 
INTER-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS 
International Labour Organisation (ILO) 
The ILO held its sixtieth International Labour 
Conference in June 1975, and considered the 
report on "Equality of Opportunity and Treat-
ment for Women Workers" which had also been 
made available to the World Conference of the 
IWY (E/CONF.66/BP/10). 
The Conference adopted the Report of the 
Committee on Equality for Women Workers which 
contained the following: 
1. Declaration on Equality of Opportunity and 
Treatment for Women Workers. 
2. Plan of Action with a View to Promoting 
Equality of Opportunity and Treatment for 
Women Workers. 
3. Resolution concerning Equal Status and 
Equal Opportunity for Women and Men in 
Occupation and Employment. 
The Chairman of the above-mentioned Committee 
was Mr. Naszkowski, Government delegate from 
Poland, and the Reporter was Mrs. Diallo, 
Government adviser of Senegal. 
In presenting the report of the Committee on 
Equality for Women Workers to the Conference, 
Mrs. Diallo said that the Declaration repre-
sented a kind of charter for women workers and 
it stated that "There shall be equality of 
opportunity and treatment for all workers. All 
forms of discrimination on grounds of sex 
which deny or restrict such equality are 
unacceptable and must be eliminated ... All 
measures shall be taken to guarantee women's 
rights to work as the inalienable right of 
every human being". The Declaration, she 
said, was supplemented by a Plan of Action, 
which stipulates the action to be taken by 
countries to ensure the application of the 
principles set forth in the Declaration. She 
also said that part of the Plan of Action was 
directed at the ILO and specifically invited 
that Crganisation to review and revise ILO 
standards relating to the employment and pro-
tection of women and also to intiate or 
strengthen research activities on women's 
employment and on the contribution to be made 
by working women. 
Mrs. Diallo also said that "the fact that the 
Conference has for the first time in the life 
of the ILO devoted special attention to the 
question of equality of opportunity and treat-
ment for women workers seems to me most 
encouraging." 
******* 
Ad Hoc Inter-Agency meeting on the IWY 
An ad hoc Inter-Agency Meeting on the IWY 
was held in Geneva on 21-22 July 1975. The 
purpose of the meeting was: (a) to review 
developments during the first half of the 
Year and plans for the remainder of the Year; 
(b) to give preliminary consideration to the 
arrangements required to give effect within 
the UN system to the recommendations of the 
World Conference of the IWY, including the 
World Plan of Action; and (c) to consider 
the arrangements needed for future inter-
agency meetings in this area. 
The meeting was chaired by Ms. Helvi Sipila, 
Secretary-General of the IWY and of the 
World Conference of the IWY. The following 
organizations were represented: United 
Nations, UNCTAD, UNEP, UNIDO, ILO, FAO, 
UNESCO, WHO, World Bank, IMF, UPU, WMO, 
IMCO, WIPO, IAEA, UNDP, UNICEF, UNHCR, 
UNRWA, UNRISD, UNITAR and WFP. 
Ms. Sipila in her opening statement said: 
"One of the greatest achievements of the IWY 
had been the mobilization of all nations, 
men and women, to study the status, condition 
and the roles of women as compared to men, to 
other women in the same country and in other 
countries ... One of the important tasks 
before organizations during the coming months 
was to report the recommendations on the 
Conference to their respective governing bodies, 
so that comprehensive action programmes may be 
initiated without delay". 
The need to pool effectively future efforts 
of organizations, so as to ensure maximum 
impact for the limited resources available, 
was discussed under four broad headings: 
1. Increased participation of women in the 
secretariats and in the delegations to 
the various international organizations. 
2. Data collection, research and analysis. 
3. Exchange of information and experience. 
4. Technical co-operation. 
The meeting agreed on the desirability of 
a joint medium-term plan for the integration 
of women in development which could take 
into account the various decisions and 
recommendations of the Conference and cover a 
four or five-year period (i.e. up to 1980) 
when a second world conference had been pro-
posed. As a first step each organization 
would be asked to draw up programme proposals 
pursuant to the Conference's recommendations; 
a draft joint plan would be prepared and 
finalized at a future meeting. 
******* 
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HABITAT: UN Conference on Human Settlements 
The HABITAT Conference opens 31 May 1976 and 
runs through 11 June 1976, where representa-
tives of some 140 countries will gather in 
Vancouver, Canada. HABITAT grew out of the 
Stockholm Conference on the Human Environment. 
The environmental problems of human settle-
ments were on the agenda of that conference, 
but as the specific problems of human settle-
ments could not be completely considered, a 
more specific conference was planned. 
Every effort is being made to bring women 
into the planning process of the Conference 
which will deal with such matters of the 
impact of soaring population, industrializa-
tion, the rapid change from a rural to an 
urban society with all the attendant stresses 
on the environment, on the fabric of societies 
and economic systems and which has as its 
ultimate stratagems "A Better Way to Live". 
"We are doing our best to see that women and 
women as professionals are represented in 
HABITAT," reported Secretary-General Enrique 
Penalosa. "But unfortunately, except in a 
few countries, women have not yet made their 
way in any large numbers into male-dominated 
fields of architecture and city planning. We 
hope the HABITAT Conference will encourage 
more women to take an active role in the 
building science of human settlements. Where 
and how people live, how conditions can be 
made better is, after all, the reason for the 
UN Conference on Human Settlements. Women 
should have an equal, if not major role, in 
helping to change the present unsatisfactory 
patterns and in helping to solve the stagger-
ing problems facing us all," continued 
Penalosa. In a letter to governments, 
Penalosa specifically asked that women be 
included in the delegations to Vancouver. 
The term "human settlement" originally coined 
by the World Society for Ekistics (Constantin 
Doxiadis) means more than simply a collection 
of houses or shelters in which people live. 
It encompasses the totality of our lives 
together - the ways we live and the systems 
we create. Residential and commercial facili-
ties, utilities and sanitation arrangements, 
modes of transportation and communication, 
commercial and social services, and institu-
tions of culture, society and government -
all are integral parts of a community or 
settlement. The existence and the particular 
arrangement of these elements directly affects 
the quality of life enjoyed by the residents 
of a community and the quality of life of the 
country as a whole. 
The symbol for HABITAT: combines three tradition-
al forms - the outer circle represents the 
global nature of the problem and the world-wide 
search for answers which is being engendered 
by HABITAT. The Greek triangular 
@ delta represents shelter. The human figure combines a sense of appealing for help with an atteapt 
to burst out of comfinement of 
inadequate shelter. The rough 
graffiti treatment is to indicate that the 
problem is urgent and not yet finished. The 
designer is Graham Hughes of Expositions 
Canada, who won an Award of Excellence in the 
International Creativity '74' design show in 
New York for the symbol. 
~onference objectives 
Policies and programmes to meet the needs of 
future human settlements will never work -
economically, socially, politically or morally -
if they are not based on a firm commitment to 
achieve minimum standards of a decent existence 
for all people. This means that the highest 
priority must be given to alleviation of the 
plight of the most deprived strata of human 
society, both nationally and internationally. 
Within this basic premise the Conference 
objectives will be: 
- To proclaim and ask all nations to subscribe 
to a commitment pledging that the future 
human settlements of the world will be 
places of human dignity and well-being. 
- To build among the peoples of the world a 
better understanding of human settlement 
problems and the challenge they will pose 
in the years to come. 
- To demonstrate that the most pressing 
problems of human settlements can be 
solved with existing technology and systems 
if the political and social will can be 
marshalled to use them. 
- To formulate a programme of international 
activities in support of human settlement 
improvements which will give priority to 
the strengthening of financial mechanisms 
and institutions dealing with these 
problems in developing countries. 
HABITAT FORUM is the collective name for the 
non-governmental activities for HABITAT. Any-
one may participate - as an individual, or 
through an organization. For a copy of their 
newsheet, write to HABITAT FORUM NEWS, P.O. 
Box 48360, Bentall Centre, Vancouver, B.C. 
Canada. 
******* 
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I. ACTIVITIES OF THE UN SYSTEM AND AFFILIATED 
INTER-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS (Contd.) 
Organization of American States (OAS) 
The General Assembly of the OAS at its Fifth 
Regular Session adopted two resolutions of 
special interest for women of the region. The 
first on "Recognition of women's role in the 
integral development of the American nations" 
which considered that "Despite the worthy 
efforts made by the member states of the OAS 
on behalf of women's rights, a great majority 
of the female population of the member states 
has yet to be fully integrated into the 
development of their countries; the coopera-
tion of all sectors of society is essential to 
the achievement of greater solidarity among 
the American nations; Greater participation by 
the women of the hemisphere in the task of 
national and hemispheric development is 
desirable; and It is necessary to establish a 
policy that will lead to the achievement of 
these objectives ... " In adopting this 
resolution the General Assembly resolved to 
recommend that programmes of the OAS be orient-
ed toward increased support for and promotion 
of the integration of women into all spheres 
of life in their countries. The second 
resolution of interest to women is the 
"Proclamation of International Children's Year" 
with the selection of a calendar year for this 
purpose to be deter.mined at a later date. 
Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM) 
The Special Committee for Studies and Recollllllen-
dations of the Inter-American Commission of 
Women (CEER/CIM) held a meeting in Caracas, 
Venezuela, from 26 - 28 May 1975, in order to 
propose recommendations from the Inter-
American Commission of Women to the World 
Conference of the IWY. 
In its strategy for future action to obtain 
equality of rights, opportunities and 
responsibilities, the CEER/CIM meeting 
declared "That the situation of women cannot 
be separated from the problems of the integral 
development of their respective countries ... 
that the present concept of the role of the 
human couple is that they are two persons of 
equal value ; equally responsible and j oint 
participants in the building of the future of 
their peoples and of mankind ... " The 
Committee considered that recognition of the 
following was required: 
1. The maj ority of countries in the inter-
American region are underdeveloped. 
2. The need to use woman's human potential 
for the development process. 
The Committee considered that in order to 
integrate women into the development process, 
the following obstacles should be overcome: 
(a) Serious lacks and deficiencies in 
nutrition, health, job opportunities, 
education and social welfare. 
(b) The marginal situation of women who live 
in rural areas. 
(c) The lack of professional education and 
technical training. 
(d) Present patterns of behaviour and narrow 
and obsolete structures which determine 
human relationships. 
(e) Woman's own lack of awareness of her 
responsibility and her role in modern 
society. 
(f) The nonexistence in some countries of 
legislation that will ensure equal rights 
for men and women. 
(g) The status of women who inhabit marginal 
urban areas. 
The Committee adopted a six-point strategy 
for action which they considered should be 
implemented in order to overcome the above-
mentioned obstacles. 
Some of the points are listed below: 
1. To draw up and carry out plans and pro-
grammes at the government level for 
nutrition, health, work, education and 
social welfare leading to the resolution 
of the problems of underdevelopment. 
2. To recommend radical change in the situa-
tion of rural women, who are rendered 
doubly marginal by unjust socio-economic 
structures and the cultural patterns of 
prevailing masculine standards. 
3. To create in women of all levels, and 
especially in peasant women, an awareness 
of their own potential, their possibilities 
as a factor in development and of the 
importance of their contribution to the 
community. 
4. To change traditional concepts of the role 
of the man and the woman in society. 
5. To urge women to wage a personal and ope~ 
struggle to achieve the positions to which 
they are entitled as human beings. 
6. To obtain the suitable legal instruments 
to gain the full participation of women on 
an equal footing . 
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Many countries set up National Committees for 
IWY (governmental and non-governmental). 
Bahamas 
A National Commission for IWY has been set up 
and is chaired by Dr. Doris Johnson, who is 
also president of the National Women's Move-
ment. 
A rally was held at the Southern Recreation 
Grounds on 13 June 1975 to launch the 
Bahamian observance of IWY. Nine speakers 
made statements, with Dr. Doris Johnson chair-
ing the rally. Among those who spoke were 
Senator Mizpah Terullien, a consultant 
psychologist, Marguerite Pindling, wife of the 
Prime Minister, who unveiled the IWY symbol; 
and Health Minister A. Loftus Roker, who gave 
the principal address. Miss Althea Mortimer, 
a leader of the Bahamian women's suffrage 
movement, identified three areas in the 
Bahamas where women could take on particularly 
important roles: consumer protection, health 
services and education. 
Mr. Roker said that: "No barriers should be 
erected to retard the progress of women or to 
limit their opportunities". At the same time, 
he said, care must be taken that the pendulum 
of discrimination is not swung so far that 
women get preferential treatment or recogni-
tion without merit. That, he said, would 
imply "that they are weak in some respect, 
and this constitutes a subtle form of dis-
crimination". 
******* 
Bahrain 
A national commission compr1s1ng members from 
the following Ministries: Education, Health, 
Information and Labour and Social Affairs; was 
formed and adopted the following proposals: 
1. 
2. 
3. 
Holding an exhibition featuring women's 
role in society in the social and 
humanitarian fields. 
Organizing contests on women's role and 
contribution in developing countries. 
Convening a number of seminars and confer-
ences. 
******* 
Bangladesh 
A Committee was formed for !WY and seminars, 
symposiums and meetings were organized . 
Supplements in newspapers were published. 
Schools for adults were also held to promote 
the aims of IWY. 
******* 
Bulgaria 
A report has been submitted by the Bulgarian 
Government concerning the advancement of 
women and their integration in the development 
process to the thirtieth session of the 
General Assembly and is contained in document 
A/10088. 
Canada 
IWY Co-ordinators in the various provinces 
have worked since mid-April on their provin-
cial and territorial programmes for the coming 
months. Each province selected the programme 
that was felt would best suit the needs of 
people in that province. In announcing this 
programme, the Hon. Marc Lalonde, Minister 
Responsible for the Status of Women, noted 
that "the greatest need seemed to be to get 
information on the status of women as well as 
information on the services and laws applicable 
to women, to as broad a cross-section of the 
Canadian public as possible". 
In British Columbia, Yukon Territories, 
Alberta, Saskatchewan, Manitoba, Ontario and 
Newfoundland the co-ordinators mapped out the 
itineraries for the mobile information and 
resource centres that travelled throughout 
the provinces during the summer months . 
Mobile centres staffed by field officers 
visited communities across each province and 
the Yukon, with a resource library, films and 
information on the status of women. The vans 
worked in conjunction with local women's and 
men's organizations, schools and governments. 
In New Brunswick, Nova Scotia and Prince 
Edward Island, co-ordinators organized locally 
based meetings during the summer months. 
Quebec's programme included a series of nine 
area meetings across the province which culmin-
ated in a conference, Crossroads '75, at Laval 
University, the last weekend of May. 
For further information regarding activities 
at the local level, write for the informative 
IWY Newsletter: 
International Women's Year Secretariat 
Privy Council Office 
Ottawa, Ontario IQ.A OA3 
******* 
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Cuba 
On 7 March, the Family Code was proclaimed at 
the Presidential Palace and presented to the 
Political Bureau,the Secretariat of the 
Party's Central Committee, the Council of 
Ministers, the National Committee of the 
Federation of Cuban Women and representatives 
of workers and mass organizations. The Code 
had been discussed and amended by the Cuban 
population as a whole at all levels through 
student and youth meetings, workers meetings, 
mass organizations and the Party. 
On 8 March, a wide variety of activities, 
including conferences, talks, encounters were 
held throughout the country to celebrate 
Women's Day. On the same day, the Federation 
of Cuban Women organized a lunch and a tour of 
the community "Los Naranjos" for women from 
socialist and friendly counries. This 
community, where new fully equipped housing, 
schools, recreational facilities, etc., was 
handed over to peasant families. Similar 
settlements are being constructed throughout 
the whole country. 
In the publicity and cultural spheres the 
following activities have been undertaken: 
1. The periodical CASA (organ of Casa de las 
Americas) dedicated a complete issue to 
the status of women. 
2. A record album of a speech by Fidel Casto 
on "The present condition of Cuban women 
and their future tasks", made to the II 
Congress of the Federation of Cuban Women. 
3. Exhibits of books about women, publication 
of posters, and films about women in art 
galleries throughout the country. 
4. Intensive efforts were made to encourage 
women to take physical fitness courses 
during the Year. To date 24,593 women are 
participating. 
5. A photographic contest has been held on 
IWY. 
6. A permanent exhibit in the "PabellOn Cuba" 
(an exhibit centre in downtown Havana), on 
the participation of women in the 
Revolution. 
In a speech by Commander-in-Chief Fidel Castr 
at the closing session of the Second Congress 
of the Federation of Cuban Women, Havana, the 
following comments were made: 
"We have reached the end of this beautiful 
Congress. And it is not easy to evaluate an 
event so filled with accomplishments and hope. 
In the first place it has not been entirely 
our Congress; we have shared it amply with a 
worthy and representative delegation of the 
revolutionary women of the entire world. 
Across oceans, boundaries, languages, the 
representatives of the progressive women of 
the entire world have joined hands in this 
Congress. And there is no need to use the 
term 'foreigner' to characterize these delega-
tions, because at all times we have experienced 
the feeling that we are part of the same home-
land, the human population. This proves that 
nothing except exploitation and injustice 
separates people, and nothing unites people 
more than the community of ideals and the 
aspiration to justice. 
The topics that we have been discussing in 
this Congress have a truly universal interest. 
They are not just the problems of Cuban women 
but the problems of the vast majority of women 
in the world. 
It is clear that women need to participate in 
the struggle against exploitation, against 
imperialism, colonialism, neocolonialism, 
racism; in a word: in the struggle for national 
liberation. But ... women must continue 
struggling for their own liberation within 
human society. 
The great contemporary revolutionaries always 
understood the role of women: Marx, Engels, 
Lenin. 
Lenin said what has been repeated here several 
times, that the full victory of the people 
could not be achieved without the complete 
liberation of women. 
And Marti, the Apostle of our Independence, 
had very high ideals .. about women. As when 
he said that the campaigns of the people are 
only weak when they do not enlist the heart 
of women .... Or when he said that women's 
natural nourishment is the extraordinary. Or 
when he said that women, by instinct, divine 
the truth and precede it. Or when he stated 
that women will live as an equal of men, as 
a comrade, and not at their feet as a pretty 
toy .•• II 
******* 
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A brief sununary of activities organized in 
celebration of IWY follows: 
1. A coordinating committee for IWY was organ-
ized early this year in which most women's 
organizations and Government Ministries 
participated. 
2. The Cyprus Broadcasting Corporation has 
planned and had a number of special pro-
grammes geared to women, such as: "Women 
at Work, Women at Home"; "Is it for the 
speechless sisters of the world"; "Your 
World"; "Marie Curie" and "The place of 
women in Cyprus Society". 
3. On 27 March 1975, a Pancyprian Women's 
Congress was organized. This was preceeded 
from 8-15 March by District Women's 
Congresses on the subject "The Role of 
Women of Cyprus in the New Tragic Situa-
tion in the Island". 
~ 
The Woman's Secretariat of the Central 
Committee of the Arab Socialist Union has 
drawn up a plan of action for the celebrations 
of IWY which calls for a scientific study of 
existing resources essential for development, 
their availability, and ways of utilizing 
them for maximum impact, as well as assessment 
and follow-up action for the future. 
A first step in the plan was to request the 
First Lady Gyhan Al Sadat to chair the celebra-
tions of IWY as a tribute to her prominent role 
in promoting women's causes. 
Five groups were formed to plan, prepare, 
supervise and follow up and implement the pro-
posed plan of action. The five groups served 
the following functions: 
1. The first group was responsible for the 
means to achieve proposed amendments to 
family laws. 
4. On 18-25 April 1975, a symposium took place 2. The second group was responsible for the 
on the theme, "Cyprus: Survival, Freedom, study of the means to eliminate illiteracy. 
Peace " . 
5. A "Women's Walk to Famagusta" was carried 
out on 20 April with thousands of Cypriot 
women and women from 100 countries partici-
pating . The Broadcasting Commission made 
a 20-minute film of this walk. 
6. The United Nations Association of Cyprus is 
planning an International Exhibition of 
Photography on the subject: "Woman's 
Contribution to Peace and Her Tragedy in 
War " at the end of September. 
7. The Pancyprian Federation of Labour (PEO) 
is organizing a conference on "Women's 
Problems in Cyprus" on 5 October 1975 and 
a seminar in December on "Women's Position 
in Society and Work". 
8. The Centre of Social Research Studies has 
prepared a study on "The Place of Women in 
3. Studying methods and implementation of a 
special scheme of family planning programmes, 
is the function of the third group. 
4. The fourth group was responsible for the 
study of appropriate means of guiding con-
sumption and family budget. 
5. The fifth group was responsible for the 
planning of meetings and dissemination of 
information regarding the programme of the 
Year. 
A seminar was held recently in Cairo under the 
patronage of Ms. Sadat which focused on the 
role of women in the society, especially in the 
following sectors: economic; industrial; devel-
opment and cultural. 
******* 
Cyprus " which will be circulated at the end Ecuador 
of the Year. 
9 . The Pancyprian Federation of Women's 
Organizations (POGO) is planning a seminar 
f or young women scientists on the problems 
they face in Cyprus, which will be held at 
the end of the Year. 
10.Jn International Conf erence on the theme : 
"The Role of Woman in Present-Day Cyprus" 
is planned by the Coordinating Committee 
f or IWY f or the end of the Year. Delegates 
from around the world will be invited. 
******* 
On 2 April 1975, the State Council declared 
itself in favour of celebrating International 
Women's Year and also "Year of American Women" 
declared by the Organization of American States. 
Some of the activities undertaken by the 
Executive Committee of the Province of Pichincha 
in celebration of IWY are: 
1. Elaboration of objectives and goals of the 
Committee, such as social security for house-
wives; revision of legislation affecting 
women; creation of a Women's Bureau in the 
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Ecuador (Contd.) 
Ministry of Work and Social Welfare; 
development of women's studies programmes 
in universities and schools; compulsory 
female social service; implementation of 
the law on nurseries, etc. 
2. The Committee will also convene a number 
of conferences, symposia and roundtables 
on a varying number of topics relating to 
the status of women. 
3. Three fellowships will be granted to 
students who promote the status of women. 
4. Radio and TV programmes will disseminate 
information. 
5. Other activities include the design of 
pins, banners, decals, etc. 
******* 
France 
The Committee on Women's Work of the Ministry 
of Labour has undertaken to draft a number of 
reportsduring 1975, as follows: 
1. Women's Educational and Vocational Guidance. 
2. Social and educational collective services 
for women. 
3. Results of the Equal Pay Bill. 
4. Evolution of women ' s employment on a 
regional basis. 
A survey is being conducted among women worker 
in industry and clerical jobs regarding their 
working conditions. 
******* 
Ghana 
The National Council on Women and Development 
held a seminar in Accra on 7 and 8 June 1975 
in connexion with IWY. A Declaration was 
adopted and a summary of some of the twenty-
seven points are below: 
1. All measures should be taken to inform 
women of their ri ghts and responsibilities. 
2 . The minimum age for marriage should be 
fixed at 18 years. 
3. A system of phasing out of polygamous 
marriages be devised. 
4. Equal property ri ght s for spouses on 
dissolution of marriage either by divorce 
or death. 
5 . Marriage counselling programmes be formed so 
as to preserve the unity of the family. 
6 . To reduce infant and maternal mortality a 
country-wide programme on nutrition and 
health care be undertaken. 
7. Education and training programmes under-
taken geared towards employment opportunities 
for women. 
8 . Co-educational institutions provide equal 
admission and curricula facilities to both 
women and men. 
9 . Day-care centres and nurseries be provided 
for working mothers by employers. 
1O.All employers should contribute to maternity 
benefits under a social security programme. 
11.All employers should provide subsidized 
meals for all low-income workers. 
12 .Government-sponsored training for domestic 
workers instituted and their conditions of 
service regularized. 
13.Rural industries such as cottage and village 
industries made an integral part of national 
development plans which should give priority 
to training women and girls in improved 
methods of farming , marketing, purchasing, 
sales, etc., and credit facilities made 
available to women in rural areas. 
14.Institutions devise tools and equipment to 
replace outmoded methods to suit local 
conditions. 
15 . Qualified women be placed on all boards and 
policy-making bodies at all levels. 
16 .Both the Economic Commission for Africa and 
the Organization for African Unity plan for 
Councils on Women and Development. 
17.Establishment of a new world economic 
order, monetary system and a just pattern 
of world trade be given priority. 
18 . I nternat i onal peace r equires a co-oper ative 
effor t on t he par t of ever y human bei ng as 
all f or ms of inj usti ce adver sel y affects 
t he attai nment of peace . 
19 .Liberation of women is meaningless unless 
it releases a dynamic force of women 
committed to work for peace. 
******* 
Israel 
To mark International Women' s Year , members 
of several women' s organization have planted 
a f orest located near Nazareth. 
******* 
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Ivory Coast 
A message by the Head of State of the Republic 
of the Ivory Coast, His Excellency President 
Felix Houphouet-Boigny, was delivered on the 
occasion of National Women's Week, celebrated 
from 17 - 23 May 1975 on the occasion of IWY. 
In his message the President said that although 
equality before the law existed in the Ivory 
Coast and that the way had been paved for 
women to participate more fully in the vital 
development of the country and in the progress 
of society, it was obvious that the reality 
had not always kept pace with declarations of 
intent, nor with the institutional reforms 
introduced by legislators or the Government. 
He also said "that in the field of development 
and in the other aspects of life, men and 
women were made to understand one another, to 
complement one another and to help one 
another, with a view to the greater good of 
the community. No doubt some duties and 
occupations are more suited to men or to 
women, although recent developments - not to 
mention history or anecdotes - have shown us 
how much this notion is contingent and sus-
ceptible to swift and radical revision. Not 
so long ago, men claimed to know everything 
and to know how to do everything. Is it not 
natural that women should reason along the 
same lines?" 
He said that contemporary women had shown by 
concrete actions that they could assume the 
same responsibilities as men and that all 
options had finally been opened to women. 
In a formal assurance on behalf of the Party 
and the Government, he said: "The doors to 
all responsibilities shall henceforth be open 
without any restriction whatsoever to our 
women, who possess the admirable qualities of 
courage, intelligence and devotion". 
In speaking about peace he said that it was 
women who "have the responsibility of instill-
ing in our children when they are very young, 
love of one's fellow man, respect for others 
without distinction as to race, religion or 
fortune, the value of well-done and liberat-
ing work, courage in the face of challenge, 
the virtues of dialogue and non-violence, the 
outstanding qualities of tolerance and peace, 
in short, every quality that constitutes the 
dignity of the human person". 
The full text of this message is contained in 
document A/10111 which will be submitted ' to 
the thirtieth session of the General Assembly. 
******* 
Jamaica 
A workshop entitled "Caribbean Women in 
Communication for Development" was held at the 
Institute of Management Studies, from 13 to 16 
June, under the sponsorship of the Caribbean 
Church Women, Institute of Mass Communication, 
the University of the West Indies and Women's 
Desk, Ministry of Youth and Community Develop-
ment. 
The papers presented to the Workshop included: 
"Using the Media to project the problems of 
the Underprivileged; Development Support 
Communication; The Press and the Law; The 
Caribbean Woman and the Media; and Women and 
the Law in the Caribbean". 
******* 
Lebanon 
In a message delivered on 22 March 1975, the 
President of the Lebanese Republic, His 
Excellency Mr. Suleiman Frangie, on the 
occasion of IWY, said: "In observing IWY, 
Lebanon also pays tribute to the contribution 
made by women, in good times and bad, to build-
ing civilization in various fields. Today, 
Lebanese women have a privileged position in 
law and administration, the arts and sciences, 
and in professional and public activities. 
Over 30 per cent of the members of liberal 
professions such as the law, engineering, 
medicine, pharmacy and teaching are now women. 
... We have accorded the International Women's 
Year the special attention it deserves, and we 
intend to observe it in the coming months, 
giving our full support to its goals." 
The full text of the President's message is 
contained in document A/10138 to be submitted 
to the thirtieth session of the General 
Assembly. This document contains in its annex 
II, a study concerning the progress achieved 
in Lebanon in the advancement of women and 
their integration in the development process . 
NEPAL 
The IWY Committee Nepal, which is under the 
patronage of H.M. Queen Aishwarya Rajya Laxmi 
Devi Shah and chairmanship of Mrs. Punya Prabha 
Devi Dhungana, has elaborated a comprehensive 
programme for the Year based on its three main 
objectives. A summary under various headings 
of the programme follows: 
Agriculture 
Afforestation, cotton growing, fruit and vege-
table cultivation programmes will be carried 
out as well as training programmes for rural 
women. 
- 20 -
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NEPAL_( Contd. ) 
Education 
Literacy campaigns will be increased in scope, 
women's multi-purpose work centres will be 
established and a handicrafts competition will 
be held. The Ministry of Education will 
compile a book focused particularly at ad':1t 
literate women and will also co-operate with 
an evaluation committee that will highli ght 
the importance of women in society in school 
textbooks. 
Seminars 
Seminars on the main objectives of the Year, 
family planning , literacy and other related 
subjects will be organized in three deve~op-
ment regions . Teams will be sent to various 
districts to acquaint rural women with their 
rights under the law and other related 
matters. 
Health 
f NORWAY 
I 
The following progress report was been received 
from the IWY Secretariat in Norway, as at 
I June 197 5 : 
I Initial preparations 
I Norwegian plans for the !WY have bee~ spelled , out in a progress report for the period March-
June 1974. The report is available from the 
IWY Secretariat, c/o Likestillingsradet, C. J. 
Hambros pl. 5 , Oslo 1, Norway. 
The official National Committee for the IWY 
in Norway and its Working Group in 1974 s~t .. 
the goals and guidelines for the 1975 activities. 
Norwegian institutions and associations that 
work to promote the rights and interest of 
women were invited to submit their plans for 
1975 to encourage j oint action and avoid 
overiapping of programmes and activities. 
Goals and guidelines 
The IWY National Committee decided that its 
main concern would be to reach those groups 
. . of people that previously had been only 
The Ministry of Health and the Family Planning . vaguely if at all, concerned with the equal 
Association will undertake a training p~ogramme ri ghts issue. Through information activities 
for nurses and midwives as well as family and stimulating interest at the local level, 
planning programmes . the Committee hoped to start a debate and 
Social Service examination of women's situation throughout 
A national campaign will be launched in order 
the country . 
to remove child marriage, polygamy and similar Budget 
social evils. Efforts will be made to provide A budget of approx. US$9O,OOO was granted by 
drinking water, water mills and other benefits the National Assembly to cover expenditures 
to women in villages. The _Women's Training 
I 
for national activities. In addition, funds 
Centre will organize campaigns to train women were earmarked for the IWY Conference in 
in home economics, hygiene, etc. Mexico. A large share of the funds was set 
Law 
A seminar on Law will be organized and also 
teams will acquaint women with t heir right s 
under the Constitution throughout the country. 
A book containing provisions for women's 
rights in the Constitution and o~her_leg~sla-
tion will be compiled for mas s distribut ion. 
Publicity 
Weekly radio programmes; painting and handi-
craft exhibitions; sport s events; pamphlets , 
posters and calendars ; special stamps and 
coins ; and a document ary f ilm about Nepales e 
women will be undertaken during the Year. 
Miscellaneous 
Other activities include : research pr ogr ammes , 
welfare homes, women's training centres , 
women's hostel and a d irector y of working 
women. 
******* 
aside for informational activities in order 
to reach the widest audience possible. 
Activities 
Organizations were asked to promote !WY themes 
through their publications, in meetings and in 
seminars in 197 5. News media were also contacted. 
The 44 3 local administrative boards were asked 
to appoint ad hoc groups and to earmark funds 
for local activities in 1975 . More than half 
of the boards res ponded to the request which led 
to consciousness-raising debates in many of 
them. 
Local activities 
The l ocal ad hoc groups generated a lot of 
activity at the community level. At their 
request , a simple questionnaire has been 
developed for use by the groups t hat wish to 
study the employment situation for women in 
their community. 
.. '!(!"' 
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Elections 
Activities are planned in connexion with local 
elections which will take place in September. 
A small leaflet encouraging more women to 
stand for public office has been issued. 
At a meeting with representatives of all major 
political parties, Chairman of the National 
Committee and Minister of Justice, Inger 
Louise Valle, urged all parties to place more 
women more prominently on their lists of 
candidates for the coming elections. 
Seminars 
The local ad hoc groups will figure prominent-
ly in a series of forward-planning seminars 
scheduled for Autumn . These seminars will 
provide opportunities to exchange information 
on past experience and on how one can apply 
their results in future work. 
School Contest 
A considerable amount of the budget was ear-
marked for a school contest on the best 
individual or class treatment of IWY themes. 
The winners were awarded Prizes, and their 
works were exhibited and given wide publicity . 
The exhibit provided interesting and often 
surprising insights into children's perception 
of the roles men and women play in family and 
community life. 
The Committee also contributed to the produc-
tion of an exhibit for teachers about sex 
roles. 
Study material 
"Women in Norway in the oil age" is the title 
of a correspondance course which has been 
developed at the request and expense of the 
IWY Committee. The Working Group also distri-
butes a list of courses of special interest to 
women, along with an introduction on study 
techniques. 
A bibliography on women's literature will be 
published by the Working Group and distributed 
free of charge to libraries, organizations and 
other interested groups. 
Lectures 
Members of the Committee and of the Working 
Group have delivered a number of lectures and 
participated in many debates. A series of 
lectures on women's situation was delivered at 
the University of Oslo extension courses in 
the Spring semester. 
Exhibits 
A Swedish photographic exhibit has been 
translated for use in Norway which deals with 
man's role in modern society and with his 
relationship with his family . The exhibit 
includes a section on "sexploitation" in 
advertising, and will be followed up with study 
material. The IWY Committee has subsidized 100 
copies of the exhibit for use in schools, 
libraries, cinemas and other meeting places . 
Yomen's Legal Rights 
A pamphlet advising Norwegian women of their 
legal ri ghts and their exercise will be published 
in Autumn. A similar pamphlet will be given 
to Laplanders . This project was funded by the 
Nordic Council Cultural Fund. 
Women in developing countries 
To mark the international aspects of the Year, 
a pamphlet has been produced that will inform 
Norwegian women of the situation of women in 
developing countries. The pamphlet describes 
the impact of foreign aid on the women's situa-
tion. 
The National Committee is sponsoring a project 
to build a dormitory for girls at a secondary 
school in Kenya . 
The Working Group is planning a seminar to 
evaluate the Mexico Conference . 
Publicity 
Postal authorities issued a postage stamp on 
8 March, featuring the N:>rwegian IWY symbol. 
A large poster carrying the symbol has also 
been produced for sale to interested individuals 
and organizations. 
Evaluation 
At the end of IWY, the Working Group plans to 
issue a final evaluation report on its 
activities. 
******* 
Peru 
In document A/10107 to be submitted to the 
thirtieth session of the General Assembly is 
a message of Mrs. Consuelo de Velasco, wife 
of the President of the Republic and President 
of the National Committee of Peruvian Women, 
in connexion with the proclamation of 1975 as 
IWY. 
Portions of the message are summarized below: 
Mrs. Velasco said: "Our country's concept of 
the position and role of women is based 
essentially on the theory and practice of the 
Peruvian revolution initiated by the Armed 
Forces on 3 October 1968 .... "The Armed Forces 
and the Peruvian people are engaged in carrying 
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out the most sweeping transformation in the 
history of our Republic with the stated pur-
pose of gradually overcoming the fourfold 
status of a capitalist, under-developed, oli-
garchic country subjected to imperialist 
control, which characterized our country's 
traditional order. This concept, based on 
revolutionary humanism, which partakes equally 
of the best traditions of socialist libertar-
ian and Christian thought, is expressed in the 
fundamental participatory nature of our revo-
lution. This ideo-political position, like 
the recognition of the distinctive nature of 
our historical-social experience, made it 
possible to draw up a planned strategy of 
structural changes aimed at ending both the 
economic and political dependence of our 
country on the international centres of power 
and the internal domination which small social 
groups exercised over the Peruvian people. Our 
national development strategy combines the 
transfer of economic and political power to 
autonomous social organizations of the people 
with the retention by the State of the power 
necessary to oppose foreign pressure and 
resistance by internal power groups and to 
direct autonomously the country's national and 
international policy. 
Che fundamental aim of the plan of the Revolu-
tionary Government (Inca Plan), recognizing 
the specific character of the problems of 
women, is that of achieving the effective 
equality of women with men in terms of rights 
and duties through action such as the elimina-
tion of any discriminatory treatment limiting 
their opportunities and affecting their ri~hts 
and personal dignity, the promotion of their 
effective participation in all social activi-
ties and the exercise of responsibility at all 
levels of decision-making in the country. 
In order to develop this policy and promote 
the requisite action, the Revolutionary Govern 
ment has set up, at the highest level and with 
in the Office of the President of the Republic, 
the National Committee of Peruvian Women. The 
Committee comprises representatives of women's 
organizations which form part of social organ-
izations of workers from the various produc-
tion sectors and representatives of women's 
institutions. 
As a result of the policy of the Revolutionary 
Government and the actions which the National 
Women's Committee has been promoting , 
fundamental changes have been introduced in the 
regulations governing women's activity in the 
fields of family law, work, social security, 
health, education and recreation, national 
defence and others. 
Similarly, efforts have been intensified to 
carry out a multifaceted combination of activi-
ties aimed both at promoting the organization 
and training of women and at changing the 
traditional values, attitudes, motivations and 
behaviour patterns existing in Peruvian society 
with respect to women." 
******* 
Philippines 
The Department of Labor held a National Tri-
partite Conference on Women Workers from 25 to 
27 April 1975, at the Population Center Founda-
tion Building, as its contribution in the cele-
bration of IWY. Participates to the Conference 
were delegates from labour, management and 
government. The theme of the Conference was 
"Working Women and Their Role in the New 
Society" and the topics discussed were: women's 
family responsibilities, opportunities and 
problems and their contribution to economic, 
social and cultural development. The Conference 
requested the Department of Labor to put into 
effect the resolutions of the Conference in 
order to eliminate the discriminatory provisions 
against working women, whether in the public or 
private sector of employment. The Conference 
considered that there was a need for the amend-
ment of some rules and regulations in the New 
Labor Code of the Philippines regarding working 
women. 
******* 
Sierra Leone 
The Ahmadiyya Muslim Mission in Sierra Leone 
has established a secondary school for girls 
as part of their programme to promote the 
celebration of IWY. According to the Emir 
and Missionary in Charge of the Mission, "a 
school building is being erected under a self-
help project and our Ahmadi women have promised 
to erect a Boarding House". 
******* 
Swaziland 
The Swaziland Cabinet approved the celebration 
of :WY and nominated Senator Mary Mdiniso as 
Chairwoman of the Committee in celebration of 
it, as well as appointing her Liaison Officer 
with the United Nations Secret ariat. 
The f ollowing projects have been proposed by 
the Committee: 
•· ~ill be 
, ) 
,
1 
:air , 
.. -ents vi 
,: in svazi 
.,:rities vl 
!.•• 
., :eote:iber 
'/and a 
·,:ii.'.S for t 
r: !llnetary 
!:~:n to co 
. ;.;: ri ti es 
• :::s occssi 
. ::: htional 
qminP. 
~:ie l;ri 
::--e :ax 
.2:::,s ). 
"""' 
of 
ssi 
oJ e 
GRO 
t~o 
or 
· • the 
·~:a is a 
':•·s •~-\~ 11uro 
~ 
•. ·,. 
a~ ~-: ... 
• i,s :• 
• •,. l • • 
ti 1," '•, ... :,.., ~ 
;!o:,-:e:;. ~= 
e vas ! c!t: ~·· 
•:! re,..!r.::: ~ 
'"'" 
!'j35!.; :: ~:t' 
oci!.'7 ;: ....... 
.a:::e :; ;:::: 
A=~:;.iiet t; -,;!: 
:e c~ ::e, ~~: 
;,. .. e:e-::e: _ ... ' 
. . ... ~,· ·. ,i:;a;: ,~~ 
*"'' 
- 23 -
Swaziland (Contd.) 
1. Radio announcement in English and siSwati 
are planned. 
2. Handicrafts will be displayed at the Swazi-
land Trade Fair. 
3. A fee of 50 cents will be collected from 
every woman in Swaziland and other fund-
raising activities will be undertaken. 
4. The 8th of September has been declared as 
"Women's Day" and a flag will be made from 
local materials for the Queen Mother's car. 
5. A bust of Gogo Gwamile will be unveiled 
which will eventually be taken to the 
National Archives (N.B. Gogo Gwamile is a 
former Queen Mother who helped to introduce 
education to Swaziland). 
6. A special bursary, Gogo Gwamile's Bursary, 
will be set up to help Swazi women in fields 
in which they are not presently represented. 
7. The Swaziland Monetary Authority has offer-
ed to mint a coin to commemorate Women's 
Day. 
8. The Postal Authorities will also issue 4 
stamps for this occasion. 
9, The Swaziland National Association of 
Teachers is supporting equal pay for equal 
work (effective April 1975); as well as 
reform of Income Tax Laws and Maternity 
Leave regulations) . 
******* 
Trinidad and Tobago 
One of the activities of the Trinidad and 
Tobago National Commission for UNESCO marking 
1975 as IWY is the project GROW - Group 
Resources of Women. GROW is a pilot project 
being tried out in Tobago before being intro-
duced in other parts of the world. It is 
UNESCO's belief that the imaginative use of 
communication media is a key to speeding up th 
development process throughout the world. 
The senior media adviser for this project is 
Ernie Mutimer of Canada, a Radio announcer and 
producer before he joined UNESCO as films and 
television adviser. He helped to formulate 
the project with Sheilah Solomon, Secretary 
General of the Trinidad and Tobago National 
Commission for UNESCO. 
Audio-visual equipment is being used and a 
mobile van to develop cottage industries and 
handicrafts and to teach women, in cooperation 
with ILO, costing and marketing methods. 
******* 
U1sanda 
A National Committee was set up for IWY consist-
ing of members from Ministries of Planning, 
Justice, Culture and Couununity Development, 
Education, Health, Information, Cooperative 
Labour, Commerce, Finance, Makerere University 
and Voluntary Organizations, Foreign Affairs, 
Agriculture, etc. Provincial and District 
Sub-Committees were formed in order to adminis-
ter the programme for the Year at the grass 
roots' level. 
Special publicity and educational measures have 
been undertaken such as radio and TV talks; 
posters and pamphlets; commemorative postage 
stamps, calendars and first day covers. Films 
and film festivals have been held, national 
exhibitions of artistic and cultural works by 
women and awards honouring Ugandan women as 
well as awards to the best scholars of the Year 
from each of the ten provinces . Pamphlets and 
materials have been prepared informing women 
of their rights. Sports events and competitions 
have been organized for women. 
Inaugural statements by the President, Provin-
cial Governors and District Commissioners, 
launching the Year have been made. 
Priorities have been given to the following 
subjects: eliminating illiteracy and ensuring 
equal educational opportunities at all levels; 
providing guidance and counselling and expand-
ing co-operative programmes among women of 
different countries; providing training for 
women in all fields, including citizenship and 
leadership, consumerism, management and science 
and technology; providing social servi:es and 
farm and home extension services. 
On 1 May 1975, International Labour Day, IWY 
was official inaugurated by the wife of the 
President of the Republic . 
The IWY National Conference was held at Makerere 
University from 10-12 June 197, in preparation 
for the Mexico Conference. 
******* 
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics (USSR) 
From 16-20 July 1975, the capital of Kazakh 
Soviet Socialist Republic, Alma-Ata, was the 
venue for an international seminar which dis-
cussed the dual role of women - in the economic 
development of their countries and the upbring-
ing of the rising generation. The seminar was 
sponsored by the Soviet Women's Committee and 
delegates came from 40 women's organizations in 
26 countries and from 5 international and region-
al organizations, including the United Nations, 
UNESCO and ESCAP. 
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In Alma-Ata, representatives of women's organi 
zations of Asian countries discussed, despite 
differences of political and religious convic-
tions, a wide range of questions pertaining to 
the position of women, to the part they play 
in their countries' economic development and 
in the upbringing of the young generation. 
Many of the speakers emphasized that genuine 
equality of women and the creation of favour-
able conditions for upbringing the younger 
generation requires profound social and econ-
omic transformations of a progressive nature, 
the success of which depends on the full parti 
cipation of women on a par with men. 
Having stressed the significance of IWY for 
integrating the efforts of governments and 
public opinion towards attaining its major 
goals - equality, development and peace, - the 
participants of the Seminar expressed their 
support for the resolutions of the World 
Conference held in Mexico City. 
The Seminar participants expressed the hope 
that international intergovernmental organiza-
tions, in particular the United Nations, 
UNESCO and ESCAP, and non-governmental organi-
zations would intensify their efforts to con-
tribute to progress and peace, to the estab-
lishment of national level agencies to imple-
ment the World Plan of Action adopted at the 
Mexico City Conference. 
Recognizing the great significance of the 
forthcoming World Congress for IWY to be held 
in Berlin this October, the participants 
expressed their total support for this initia-
tive which would serve as an important contri-
bution to the attainment of the main goals of 
the Year. 
******* 
United States of .America (USA) 
The Office of Education, U.S. Department of 
Health Education and Welfare has awarded a 
$93,000 contract to develop programmes to help 
increase employment opportunities for women 
to the Center for Research on Women at 
Wellesley College, Massachusetts. The funds 
will be used to conduct a series of ei ght work-
shops entitled "Expanding Work Opti ons f or 
Women". 
In the workshops, policy-makers, employers and 
representat ives of women worker s will st udy why 
women are concentrated in a narrow range of 
occupations which are typically low-paying wit 
few avenues of advancement. 
Dr. Ann Seidman, an economist conducting a 
research project for the Center on the occupa-
tional segregation of women, will direct this 
project. 
The workshops will develop programmes for 
bringing women into non-traditional jobs in the 
New England regions, and will prepare a model 
for similar workshops in other regions. Mater-
ials and programmes will be designed for use by 
public agencies such as school syste~s and 
government offices, as well as by private 
industry and labour unions. 
Five of the workshops will consider specific 
problems of women in the major job categories: 
low-paid service, clerical, blue collar, pro-
fessional and managerial. One session will 
deal with the special problems of black and 
other minority women and another will appraise 
the needs of women who are seeking to enter or 
re-enter the labour force. A final workshop 
will consider how educational programmes might 
better prepare women for employment. 
The accomplishments of 90 prominent women 
around the world were highlighted in a special 
exhibition in the State Capitol Building in 
Pennsylvania, from 24 May to 13 June. The 
exhibit honoured IWY and featured postage 
stamps commemorating famous women, graphics 
done by women, posters related to women, rare 
books by or about women and prominent women's 
letters and memorabilia. Items on display came 
from the collection of Suzanne Haney, a Phila-
delphia philatelist and collector who has 
specialized in women's materials for twenty 
years. 
******* 
Venezuela 
On 26 March 1974, the President created the 
"Comisi6n Femenina Asesora de la Presidencial" 
by Decree No. 17. Among its functions, the 
Commission was to evaluate the existing pro-
grammes, the legal, economic and social situa-
tion of women and to prepare pilot projects and 
suggestions to achieve a greater participation 
of women in national life. On 5 September 1974, 
the Committee for International Women's Year 
was established. On 29 October 1974, the 
President declared 197 5 the "Year of Venezuelan 
Women" by Decree No. 501. The "Comisi6n 
Femenina Asesora de la Presidencia", together 
with a team of women lawyers, is revising all 
Venezuelan legislation with the aim of elimin-
ating all existing legal discrimination against 
women. 
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some of the activities which have been under-
taken in celebration or IWY are: encounters 
of working women on 3 and 11-13 March 1975; 
international forum of women in s~all and 
medium industries and crafts; several encount-
ers of peasant women during the month of April; 
several forums, seminars and conferences 
organized by the Federation of Women lawyers 
in order to discuss proposed legislative 
The Committee's initiatives and concrete actions 
on the international plane is to make known to 
the world public, Yugoslavia's views on the key 
problems of the contemporary world, problems 
whose integral part is the position of women, 
as well as to make known the achievements 
attained in this respect in their self-manage-
ment society so far. 
changes; a regional seminar on the integra- The basic lines of action undertaken, during 
tion of women in development with special IWY by the Yugoslav Committee at the national 
reference to population factors, sponsored by level are directed towards intensifying the 
the United Nations and the Venezuelan Govern- 1 already existing activities for the promotion 
ment which was held in Caracas from 28 April tol of the position of women, as well as initiating 
2 May 1975; assembly of newspaper women, which : some new programmes in order to encompass all 
met in May with the purpose of discussing the 1 the endeavours that are related to the goals 
distortion of women's image by the mass media, ,
1 
of the Year. 
and their work problems; and the Venezuelan ******* 
Zaire 
******* 
Congress of Women, held in May with the parti-
cipation of 2,000 Venezuelan delegates and 50 
foreign guests. The Congress assessed the 
problems, goals and objectives of women for 
future. 
Yugoslavia 
' The Republic of Zaire has transmitted the 
the programme of activities for the Year in docu-
!ment A/10210 which will be submitted to the 
thirtieth session of the General Assembly this 
Year. A summary of the programme follows: 
!The National Executive Council of Zaire pro-In document A/10160 to be submitted to the claimed 1975 "International Women's Year" and 
thirtieth session of the General Assembly the · the text of the proclamation was read by 
Yugoslav Government has submitted a memorandum Citizen Lutayi Kanza, a woman who is a perrna-
on measures undertaken in connexion with IWY. nent member of the Political Bureau of the 
A summary of some of the elements undertaken People's Revolutionary Movement, the Political 
for IWY in Yugoslavia are enumerated below. Bureau being the supreme organ of the Party and 
In accordance with the UN resolution, the the Zairian State as well as the body in which 
Federal Executive Council (Government of all Zairian policy is conceived. 
Yugoslavia) formed a Committee for IWY entrust - The celebration of IWY was initiated by the 
ed with the task to organize and co-ordinate Founder and President of the People's Revolu-
activities relating to the Year both on the tionary Movement and President of the Republic, 
internal and the international plane. The 36- Citizen Mobuto Sese Seko Kuku Ngbendu Wa Za 
member Committee is composed of represen~atives Banga, who toured the entire country in order 
of the Government and governmental agencies, to converse with Zairian women about their 
socio-political organizations (Socia~ist problems in particular and politics in general. 
Alliance of Working People, trade unio~s, yout The presidential tour lasted almost three weeks, 
organizations), as well as representatives fro during which over 600 questions were posed. 
the scientific, cultural and public life of al 
the republic and autonomous provinces. The 
Chairman of the Committee is Mrs. Vida Tomsic 
a prominent political and social worker, 
Zaire celebrated Women's Day on 20 May, which 
coincided with the eighth anniversary of the 
establishment of the People's Revolutionary 
member of the Presidency of the Federal Confer Movement. 
ence of the Socialist Alliance of Working On the initiative of the Political Bureau of 
People of Yugoslavia and member of the Pr7si- the PRM, Zairian women met at N'Sele from 13 to 
dency of the Socialist Republic of Sloven:a. 16 May 1975 for a national seminar on the theme 
Committees have been set up in six republics "The role of Zairian women in their country's 
and two provinces on the same principle· development in the past, present and future". 
·1 · · In all 1,200 women took part. The Committees have endeavoured to fami iarize 
the public more closely with some general 
problems of the contemporary world in promot-
ing the social position of women in all 
countries~ particularly developing ones. 
, Zaire hosted a symposium on "Women's Contribution 
I
to the Strengthening of the Policy of Frankness, 
Understanding , Detente and Good-neighbourliness " 
I 
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from 18 to 20 May 1975. Several other 
countries attended this symposium as well as 
a representative from UNESCO. Both the 
seminar and symposium were held under the 
patronage of the wife of the President, 
Citizen Maman Mobutu Sese Seko. A Declara-
tion was adopted at the conclusion of the 
work of this symposium. 
Two new departments headed by women were 
establishment by the National Executive 
Council whose membership was increased by two, 
both women. 
The membership of the Political Bureau was 
increased by two, both women. 
The National Executive Council will revise the 
Civil Code, placing particular emphasis on the 
protection of women and children against abuse 
under certain customs. 
The National Executive Council also decided to 
free all women detained in prisons. 
LATE NEWS 
Ecuador 
******* 
In celebration of IWY, the "Union Nacional de 
Mujeres del Ecuador" (UNME) held an Encounter 
in the legislative Palace from 8-10 August 
1975 for countrywomen. The President of the 
Encounter was Rosa Paramo. 
The aims of the Encounter were to inform 
countrywomen of strategies to make the 
community aware of social problems that affect 
the family and the status of women and in turn 
through exchange of experience to formulate 
community programmes that will elevate the 
cultural, educational, occupational and 
economic status of women. 
******* 
United Kingdom 
On 15 January 1975 a reception to inaugurate 
IWY in Britain was given at Lancaster House by 
the Co-Chairmen, the Rt.Hon. Barbara Castle, MP 
and Mrs. Joan Boulind, Dr. Grace Thornton, the 
Secretary, and members of the Women's National 
Committee (the co-ordinating committee for the 
Year in the United Kingdom). The Prime 
Minister and various Members of the Parliament 
attended as well as Members of the House of 
Lords and House of Commons. The Guest of 
Honour was HRH Princess Alexandra-
Many development projects have been undertaken 
by women's organizations, such as irrigation 
in Lesotho, literacy in India, home economics 
courses in Zambia, educational training, 
rural volunteer programmes, etc. Details of 
the international and national projects can be 
obtained by writing to: 
Women's National Commission 
Queen Anne's Chambers 
41 Tothill Street 
London SWlH 9JX 
IWY was celebrated in Scotland from 10-11 May 
and events included a reception in City Hall; 
an exhibition of the work of some 30 women's 
organizations in Scotland entitled "Women in 
Scotland" at Kirk House; an Ecumenical Service 
in St. Giles Cathedral on 11 May; a reception 
in Edinburgh Castle given by the Women's 
National Commission. An exhibition which will 
travel throughout Scotland will deal with 
subjects such as family planning, social 
security benefits, training and retraining for 
employment, and will surround an IWY core 
stand. 
Some publicity aids for IWY include banner 
strips, notes for speakers, rubber stamps 
bearing the IWY emblem, brooches, films and 
display features. 
Dr. Shirley Summerskill, Parliamentary Under 
Gccretary of State at the Home Office, and 
~ead of the U~ited Kingdom delegation to the 
Mexico City Conference, announced that the 
British Government wished to respond positively 
to the problems of poverty. After a Common-
wealth Conference on food and development in 
March, the Government had decided to give 
priority to rural development and in this 
context the interests of women must be given 
the fullest attention. 
Dr. Summerskill said that because the United 
Kingdom Government attached so much importance 
to providing additional resources for rural 
women in developing areas the Government 
planned to contribute to the United Nations 
£200,000 a year for three years, beginning 
next year. The sum will be used on new pro j ects 
including health, education and co-operatives. 
It was hoped that small, innovative, "grass 
roots" activities will benefit most. 
******* 
The Argentinian seminar has been postponed 
until March/April 1976 and the Australian 
seminar on Women, the media, the Arts has 
been cancelled. 
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IWY Tribune 
The IWY Tribune, an independent parallel 
activity which was concurrent with the Confer-
ence in Mexico City, was opened formally by 
Sra. Maria F.sther Zuno de Echeverria, wife of 
the President of Mexico, with Ms. Helvi Sipila, 
Secretary-General of the Conference and the 
Year, on 19 June 1975. 
Sra. Echeverria called for women to combat 
racism, colonialism and inequality as part of 
the fight for their own liberation. She said 
that women in many countries still faced the 
depressing alternative of either becoming mere 
reproducers and renouncing their social 
creativity or sacrificing motherhood and some-
time abandoning families. "This false and 
crippling dilemma must be overcome. Not only 
should we encourage the complete fulfilment of 
women in both areas, but also that of men, who 
as a result of their adherence to false values 
do not always know how to comply with their 
family res pons i bili ties. " 
The discrimination and injustice facing women 
was part of the struggle against all equality, 
she said. "Women represent about one half of 
the world's population. To obstruct their 
participation in dealing with the problems of 
our world and our times ,.ould be tantamount 
to renouncing half of the potentialities of 
the human race." 
In Mexico, Sra. Echeverria said, laws had been 
modified to erase all traces of legal discrim-
ination against women. But true integration 
of women was not just achieved by laws - fair 
social conditions and equality of opportunity 
in education and jobs were also needed: in 
other words a real transformation of a world 
shaped by men. 
Women's new role in the world was also trans-
forming men: "Having been spectators of the 
great enterprises undertaken by men, of the 
tragedies and progress in justice and univer-
sal solidarity, women are becoming subjects of 
their own cause and the cause of humanity." 
Nearly 6,000 women from 80 countries were 
represented at the IWY Tribune and 192 meetings 
or workshops were held. Apart from the topics 
mentioned in the last Bulletin, a summary of 
the topics of the various meetings and work-
shops follows : 
Women at Work 
Population and Planned Parenthood 
Women Artists: problems and prospects 
Women and Sports 
Women and Multinational Corporations 
Quality of Life of Older Women 
Male Consciousness 
Immigrant Women 
Lesbianism 
Prostitution 
Ordination of Women to Priesthood 
Working Women 
Committee for New Age 
Women against Imperialism 
Abortion 
Women Power and the Future 
Peace 
Women's Health Centres 
African Women and Rural Development 
Women Writers 
Women and Church 
Rape 
Soviet Women's Committee 
Pan-American Women 
Latin American Indians and Self Help 
East meets West 
World Muslim Congress and Islamic Centre 
There were many many more themes for discussion 
but space does not permit mentioning all of 
them. 
The Tribune was addressed by many Heads of 
DelegatioQ, and other officials of the World 
Conference, the organizers of the Tribune said 
that the Tribune itself had no political posi-
tion and would not issue a statement of9rinciples. 
Groups could make statements, but not in the 
Tribune's name and rooms were made available in 
the Medical Centre, where the Tribune was held, 
for briefings and discussions. 
The Tribune's philosphy was summed up by Ms. 
Marcia Bravo, administrative director. when 
she said: "We have two ground rules - everyone 
has an obligation to listen and learn, and 
everyone has an obligation to explain themselves 
fully. It's a two-way process. Every woman 
who comes here is an expert in the issues here 
by the way she's lived her life as a woman -
and every man is made an expert by the way he's 
lived his life surrounded by women. This is not 
a paper producing conference. It will be as 
open as possible and have an atmosphere of 
personal testimony". 
The !WY Tribune produced a newspaper called 
"Xilonen"(pronounced Chee-low-nen), named 
after an Aztec goddess. The name was chosen 
in consultation with experts at Mexico City•~ 
famed National Museum of Anthropology. 
******* 
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American Association for the Advancement of 
Science 
The Office of International Science of the 
American Association for the Advancement of 
Science organized a Seminar on Women in Devel-
opment which preceded the UN IWY World Confer- 1 
ence in Mexico City. The Seminar was co-
sponsored by UNDP, UNITAR and CONACYT. It was 
attended by 96 women and men from 55 countries. 
The Seminar met in five workshops: 
1. Food production and processing; 
allocation, marketing and the intro-
duction of small technology into 
rural life. 
2. Urban migration, employment, and urban 
living. 
3. Education and communication. 
4. Health, nutrition and family planning. 
5. Organizations, professional and others, 
including trade unions and self-help 
women's organizations. 
The Seminar was convened to consider the evi-
dence that development generally has ignored 
women, has seldom helped them, and frequently 
has had an adverse impact on their situation. 
Background papers detailing various aspects of 
this impact are available from the Office of 
International Science. 
Each workshop prepared a report on the problem 
women have encountered in their particular 
field and the positive steps which could be 
considered to improve their situation. For 
copies of the report write to: 
Office of International Science 
American Association for the Advancement 
of Science 
1776 Massachusetts Avenue N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 2OO36 . 
The AAAS is a non-governmental organization 
with a membershjp of 125,000 which publishes 
the weekly magazine Science. 
******* 
Associasao das Secretarias do Brasil (ASB) 
In honour of IWY, this Association held a 
series of public meetings in Santos, Brazil, 
with speakers covering such subjects as : 
women's responsibilities; women's actions with-
in the family; civil and working rights; men 
and women as a basic unit; feminism and 
femininity; and employment opportunities for 
women in Brazil. 
As a further activity in celebration of IWY, 
the Association also had a contest to choose 
a poster for the Year. A panel of painters 
judged the contest which was won by Mr. Marcos 
Cunha Leite, a 2O-year old student. 
The Association will hold its III Convention 
for Secretaries from 11-14 September in Porto 
Alegre, capital of the State of Rio Grande Sul, 
in South Brazil, where subjects related to the 
Year and career development will be discussed . 
******* 
Church of Ceylon Board of Women's Work 
This church organization has undertaken the 
following projects and activities in celebra-
tion of IWY. 
1. On 3 July 1975, a seminar on "Creative 
Play in Child Development" was held and the 
following topics were discussed: 
a. Creative Play in Child Development -
Edwina Saunders. 
b. Child Development - Prof. Priyani Soysa . 
c. Education through Creative Play -
Sirancee Gunawardena. 
d. Creative Play through Folk Music - Nanda 
Malini Gokula. 
The Seminar was conducted in Sinhala and 
Ehglish and a film on creative play was 
shown. Similar seminars will be organized 
in three other centres. 
2. A short course in nursing is planned by 
qualified matrons and nurses for girls over 
16. 
3. A playlet based on the theme of IWY will be 
staged by this church organization which was 
written by a Board member. 
******* 
Centro Italiano Feminile (CIF) 
The CIF held its Congress in Siena (Italy) 
from 16-19 March 1975. The Congress which 
stressed the importance and relevance of IWY, 
inter alia, decided to continue its work 
toward the modifcation of laws and traditions 
discriminatory in respect to women. It also 
noted that the activities of the Centre had 
been instrumental in having the reform of 
family law adopted by the Italian Parliament 
on 1975. 
******* 
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coordinator Argentina IWY 1975 
A group of women from various associations and 
interested individuals formed this coordinat-
ing group with the purpose of calling Argentin-
ian women to a National Congress in which the 
present problems concerning women will be 
brought out and linked with the themes of IWY. 
The objective of this group is not only to 
expose problems, but it is honed that bv a 
positive debate, proposals will be identified 
that can be introduced to the pertinent 
authorities as a contribution to the progress 
of the Argentinian community. The group is 
open to all associationsand individuals who 
wish to cooperate and commencing with the 
principle that the problems of women are 
solved by the society as a whole, not only 
women's organizations, but professional move-
ments, cultural organizations and unions, etc., 
have been requested to participate. The 
Congress is to be held in August in Buenos 
Aires. 
Debates and conferences have also been held 
in June and July on such themes as: "Women in 
Society"; "Women for Peace" and "Argentinian 
Women , 197 5 " . 
******* 
Family Planning Association of India (FPAI) 
The FPAI launched a campaign for IWY when it 
decided to translate into action the 
principles of the Year by organizing special 
activities hi ghlighting the need for increas-
ing leadership and participation of women in 
population and developmental activities. 
Smt. Avabai B. Wadia, President of the Assoc-
iation, has written to all FPAI branches, 
urging them to participate actively in the 
Year and to emphasize the fact that adoption 
of family planning is a must in raising the 
status of women, and raising the status of 
women will lead to a much wider practice of 
family planning. The following are among the 
special events mentioned: 
1. Vigorou~ informational and educational 
campaigns at Headquarters and all Branches, 
particularly population education, with 
special emphasis on women living in rural 
areas and in urban slums. 
Headquarters have decided to integrate 
family planning services with those for 
maternal and child health and nutrition 
with a view to strengthening family life 
and improving the quality of parental care 
in a small planned family. This combined 
approach is anticipated will draw more 
acceptors than a single approach. 
1. Contd. 
The combined approach will be introduced 
in the Comprehensive Model Family Planning 
Clinics (CMFPCs) at Headquarters and one 
urban family planning clinic, CMFPC, or 
mobile unit in 19 Branches. 
2. Two District Seminars on Rural Women and 
Social Development will be organized by 
Headquarters to bring together representa-
tives of rural women's organizations and 
others from the rural community to discuss 
various issues concerning rural life and 
developmental programmes. 
3. Headquarters will convene a National 
Conference highlighting the status of 
women as a social index of progress 
especially in relation to the quality of 
life, and their unique role in promoting 
the small family ideal which is crucial to 
their advancement. 
4. Headquarters and all Branches will organize 
a Women's Week Campaign on the theme: status 
of women and family planning in rural and 
urban situations. The campaign will aim 
at rousing public consciousness and espe-
cially that of women about the vital role of 
family planning in enhancing their rights 
and vice versa. 
5. A special publication entitled "What women 
say about family planning" will be brought 
out. It will carry the thoughts on family 
planning of leading women in the different 
professions, as well as the woman in the 
field, the factory and the office, the 
rural and urban housewife, etc. 
6. A short film portraying the need for raising 
the age at marriage and other social issues 
related to the status of women and family 
life will be produced by FPAI Headquarters. 
7, FPAI will cooperate in the programmes of 
the non-official Indian Women's Committee 
for IWY established to observe IWY, of 
which it is a member organization. 
This Association also heln an essay and Elocu-
tion Competition on 10 and 11 July 1975 on 
"The Status of Women in India and the Role of 
Family Planning in raising this status" at the 
Labour Welfare Centres of Bombay. Ages of the 
participants ranged from 17 to 45 and over and 
some of their comments follow: 
"Does a woman not have dreams and desires like 
anyone else? I think education and family 
planning are the tool~ which can aid woman to 
raise her status. Even her traditional role 
of housewife will be fulfilled more effectively 
when she has the choice to determine the size 
- 30 -
III. NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS, Institute of Women Today 
INSTITUTIONS AND OTHERS PLAN FOR IWY 1 This Institute is sponsored by church-related 
Family Planning Association of India (Contd.) 
of her family, so that she may have the 
1 Protestant. Catholic and Jewish women's 
organizations searching for the religious roots 
leisure and the health to be a good wife and a 
good mother". 
"Blind following of Western customs does not 
mean 'status'. The Indian woman should not 
feel that economic independence alone confers 
respect. Doing one's job well by one's 
family can also confer status. All that woman 
asks for is a recognition of her identity as 
a human being". 
One fisherwoman said : "Educated women think 
they must take up a job to achieve status. As 
a fisherwoman I was once looked down upon by 
other women. But I believe that if you excel 
in whatever field you are placed - even in the 
sphere of manual labour - you can raise your 
status by hard work and planning your family. 
I have done just this. By limiting my family 
to two children and continuing to work, I was 
able to save money for the higher education of 
my children and the purchase of a two-room 
block. Those who jeered at me, now come to me 
for advice, and I tell them it wasn't easy in 
the face of my mother-in-law's views and those 
of my ~usband!" 
A woman sweeper said: "Go to the women in the 
villages. Teach them something practical -
even if it is handicrafts. Help them to think 
about the future - what it means to be married, 
to assume responsibilities for which you have 
no guidance . The evils of child marriage and 
illiteracy must be removed and the knowledge 
of family spacing and limitation given to all 
women. Then alone will children survive and 
the production of unwanted and neglected 
children stop". 
The majority of participants pleaded for a 
revolution in male thinking, a radical change 
in the social structure, the right of a woman 
to make decisions regarding her own body, a 
change in the mother-in-law's attitude, rather 
than the passing of laws and the mere observ-
ance of an International Women's Year, as a 
meansof raising the status of women in India. 
******* 
HOTLINE INTERNATIONAL 
This Organization operated a computer tie in 
with the Mexico City Conference. Based on thi s 
and other experiences they will operate a 
HOTLINE FOR HABITAT beginning in September 1975. 
.For further information write to 54 Riverside 
Drive, New York, N.Y.10024. 
******¥-
of women's liberation. 
They have already held eleven workshops in 
Cleveland, Pittsburg, Minnesota, Illinois, 
Connecticut, Milwaukee and Chicago. Other 
scheduled workshops will be held in Oklahoma, 
Indiana, I.Duisville and Houston. These work-
shops deal with law, theology and psychology 
related to women's issues. 
Copies of Institute programmes may be obtained 
by writing to: 
Sister Margaret Traxler 
1340 West 72nd Street 
Chicago, 111.60619 
******* 
International Alliance of Women 
On the first day of IWY, the Library of the 
History of Icelandic Women was founded in 
Reykjavik. The founders were three Icelandic 
women, Anna Siguroard6ttir whose collection 
of books, manuscripts and other material will 
provide the basis for the new library, and two 
librarians, Else Mia Einarsd6ttir and Svanlaug 
Baldursd6ttir. The main object of the library 
is to further study and research the social, 
political and economic history of Icelandic 
women in the past as well as in contemporary 
society. The Library is interested in receiving 
information about and from other libraries. In 
return they would be happy to send information 
about conditions of women in Iceland. 
******* 
International Federation of Women Lawyers 
An international symposium of women laWYers was 
held in Moscow as part of the IWY programme 
sponsored by the Soviet section of the Inter-
national Federation of Women LaWYers and the 
Association of Soviet laWYers. 
Nina Sergeyeva, Vice-Chairman of the RSFSR 
Supreme Court and Chairman of the Women's 
Commission of the Association of Soviet LaWYers, 
spoke about the way women's problems were handled 
in the USSR, where all discrimination against 
women was legally ended by the first decrees of 
Soviet power. Soviet laws proclaim equality of 
the sexes and give real guarantees for implement-
ing this both at work and in the family. 
Representatives of women lawyers from Bulgaria, 
Aus tria, Portugal, India, Turkey, Hungary and 
J apan spoke about the status of women in their 
countries . 
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The Moscow Symposium of women lawyers appealed 
to all women and all world women's organiza-
tions to fight consistently to force all states 
to pass laws against war propaganda. In a 
unanimous statement which said that although 
in the majority of countries women's political 
equality is recognized, it is by no means 
assured everywhere and therefore appealed for 
stepping up the fight for equal rights for 
women in places where they do not yet enjoy 
full civil, political and economic rights. 
******* 
International Movement: Science and Service 
This Organization which is a movement of 
solidarity with the Fourth World is engaged in 
a fight against the exclusion of the most 
underprivileged, and aims to build a society 
based on giving priority to the underprivilegai, 
and aims to build a society based on giving 
priority to them. The Fourth World people 
are those in society who are not only poor but 
who are caught in a cycle of poverty which, in 
many cases has existed for several generations. 
They are deprived not only of material well 
being but of the cultural opportunities and 
the needed environment to develop even the 
simplest skills for coping with the challenges 
of daily life. They are excluded from social 
changes and they bear the burden of all the 
inequality and deprivation of the social 
system. 
A paper was prepared by Joseph Wresinski and 
Alwine de Vos Van Steenwijk, and distributed 
to the World Conference in Mexico City. A 
Charter of the Fourth World Women was also 
circulated at that meeting. 
For further information write to: 
International Tribunal on Crimes against Women 
Women's Center 
2112 Channing Way 
Berkeley, Calif. 94704. 
******* 
International Women's Arts Festival 
This Organization is featuring an International 
Slide Exhibition in New York City in February 
1976. Women artists from all over the world 
are invited to send in 3 slides of their work 
with the following information printed on each 
slide: 
Name, Address, Title, Medium, Dimensions 
with a 3 x5 card with: Name, Address, Medium. 
Every woman artist who submits slides with the 
required information on them is assured of 
inclusion in the Exhibition. Slides must be 
postmarked no later than 31 October 1975, The 
exact location of the Exhibition will be 
announced later. 
After the Exhibition, the entire collection of 
slides will become part of the permanent archives 
of the Fine Arts Museum of the Women's Interart 
Center. 
Send slide and card to: 
ISIS 
Slide Exhibition 
Dorothy Gillespie 
c/o Women's Interart Center 
549 West 52nd Street 
New York, N.Y.10019 
******* 
For further information about this organization ISIS is a service for women and women's groups 
write to: around the world, and is an international infor-
Mouvement International 
Science et Service 
122 Av. ceneral Leclerc 
95480 Pierrelaye, France 
or 
NEW 
A.T.D. 
Movement for a New Community, Inc. 
172 First Avenue 
New York, N.Y.10009 
******* 
International Tribunal on Crimes against Women 
This Tribunal will be held in November 1975 
in Europe and the five days wil+ be spe~t dis-
cussing such crimes as rape, wife beating, 
. . t. f forced prostitution, economic exploita ion° 
. f arried mothers. women and oppression o unm 
mation and communication system for women. 
The aims of ISIS are: 
1. Collection and dissemination of information 
on an international basis on issues and 
subjects of concern to women. 
2 . Putting women and women's groups in contact 
with each other and with what they are 
doing. 
3, Making available resources on particular 
project or issues. 
In addition to responding to requests, ISIS will 
also produce a monthly bulletin based on infor-
mation received and stored in an information 
system as well as special resource dossiers of 
documentation on specific topics and/ or 
particular countries. 
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ISIS (Contd. ) 
ISIS has been designed and developed by three 
women who are active in international documen-
tation and the international women's movement. 
It is anticipated that this system will be 
completed for operational purposes towards the 
end of 1975. For further information write to: 
ISIS 
Case Postale 301 
CH-1227 Carouge, Switzerland 
ISIS 
Via della Pelliccia 31 
00153 Roma, Italy 
ISIS 
P.O. Box 16108 
Winston-Salem 
North Carolina 2rl05 
U.S.A. 
******* 
Movimiento de Mujeres y Entidades Uruguayas 
The following activities have been undertaken 
by this Organization in celebration of IWY. 
On 29 April an opening ceremony was held in 
the Solis Theatre to inaugurate the activities 
of this group. 
A bulletin has been published which conveys 
a message relating to International Women's 
Year and its obj ectives. 
Several social-cultural activities were per-
formed in June on International Children's 
Day, including a visit to children's hospitals 
where gifts were given and youth groups 
organized entertainment. 
On 19 June a service was held to commemorate 
the birth of the national hero General Jose G. 
Artigas. In the afternoon homes for the aged 
were visited and entertainment was arranged 
for them by this Group. 
Future activities include dissemination of 
information, cultural acts, photographic 
contests, artistic and artisan exhibitions , 
as well as a seminar on the study of the 
status of women and family planning, social 
situation , rural development. 
******* 
National Council of Jewish Women (U.S.) 
This Organization as a contribution to IWY 
has issued a publication entitled "Women's 
Issues Study Guide" which highlights current 
issues of concern to women in America. Some 
of the issues include abortion rights, child-
care, credit and banking, education, employment 
opportunities, family planning, housing, 
insurance, marriage and divorce, rape and 
social security. 
******* 
National Federation of Women's Clubs 
(Philippines) 
This Organization jointly with the Federation 
of Asian Women's Association will have a 
women's reference section in its library as a 
part of their participation in making the IWY 
celebration more meaningful. Materials regard-
ing the status of women from different countries 
and their activities are being received. Their 
address is : 
NFWC Building 
962 Josefina Llanes Escoda Street 
Manila, Philippines 
******* 
National Federation of Women's Institutes (U.K.) 
At its Annual General Meeting held on 4 June 
1975, a public declaration was made in support 
of the airs of IWY and in support of this 
declaration a resolution was passed which 
pledged the NFWI to work towards the achievement 
of equality of orportunity and of legal status 
for men and women. 
******* 
National Or ganization for Women (U.S.) 
In celebration of IWY, the District of Columbia 
NOW and the Downtown Jaycees held a concert of 
the National Symphony conducted by Dr. Antonia 
Brice on 29 August in the Concert Hall, John F. 
Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts. 
******* 
NGO Forum on the World Economic Order 
The Conference of Non-Governmental Organizations 
in consultative status with the UN ECOSOC held a 
Forum from 1-12 September concurrent with the 
Seventh Special Session of the General Assembly 
devoted to development and international 
economic co-operation. Its purpose was cv 
establish a dialogue among NGO leaders and 
other participants in the Special Session which 
will lead to a better understanding of the 
crucial issues, and proposals for changinp, 
global institutions and structures. 
******* 
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Nucleamiento Mujeres Politicas (Argentina) 
This Organization comprises thirteen parties 
and political movements. They elaborated a 
working plan for IWY because they believe in 
the promotion of equality of women in the whole 
society and note the important contribution 
women can make to the maintenance of peace. 
On 10 December 1974 (Human Rights Day} a public 
function was held in the National Theatre 
"Cervantes" in which the Declaration was read. 
They also encouraged Governors, Ministers, 
parliamentry members , cultural organizations 
and other to commemorate this day. 
The President of the Senate was asked to 
elaborate a special declaration on the Year 
to be approved by the Senate. 
This Or ganizations has also contacted people 
throughout the country in order to establish 
commi t tees to develop activities during 197 5. 
******* 
Otu Olu Obodo 
This Ni gerian women's or ganization will boost 
agricultural production in t he East Central 
State. They plan to cultivate 325,000 
hectares of arable land for massive food pro-
duction. 
The Ministry of Agriculture will provide 
fertili zer, maize, rice and vegetable seeds 
t o this Organization for f ree distribution to 
the participants in the scheme. The Ministry 
has offered the services of extension staff to 
participants in each community council area. 
The Otu Olu Obodo Society 's aims are to en-
lighten women about their civic responsibil-
ities and encourage them t o play an active role 
in governmental activities and other aspects of 
social life. 
******* 
SALUTE to Bergen Women i n t he Arts 
A multifaceted arts f estival will be held in 
Bergen County, New J ersey, 1 5 October to 1 5 
December 1975 , in conj unction with IWY and the 
Bicentennial of American Independence. 
Exhibits in the f ine art s , craf ts, photography, 
graphics and sculpture will be held as well as 
concerts, poetry readings and plays will be 
performed. 
The long term goals of this Organization is to 
form a permanent Women's Arts Collective in 
Bergen County. 
******* 
Soroptimist International of Great Britain and 
Ireland 
A joint Divisional Liaison Study Weekend was 
held at Bedford College of Education from 4-6 
April 1975, to discuss "Women in a changing 
society". Ms. Jill Knight, M. P. opened the 
Conference and guest speakers included Frau 
Greata Borgmann, Chairman of the Education 
Committee of the International Alliance of 
Women, and Dr. Chaton, the French delegate to 
the United Nations Commission on the Status of 
Women. 
******* 
Stewardesses for Women's Rights (USA) 
Thi~ Organization will be holding its Annual 
Con f erence from 21-22 October 1975 at the 
Ford Foundation, 320 East 43rd Street, New 
York. The focus of the Conference will be: 
"Womanpower: How t o tap it; how to use it" . 
In the spirit of IWY, they are inviting 
women, particularly stewardesses from around 
the world to attend and participate . 
For f urther details, phone : (212) 586-7805, 
or write : 
SFWR 
1 Rockefeller Plaza, Room 1076 
New York, N.Y.10020. 
******* 
United Nations Association of Australia 
The IWY Committee of this Association acts as 
co-ordinating body for all NGO activities in 
t he various States. Various Committees have 
been set up which are examining subjects such 
as migration, women in the work force, at 
home and in government; in business and pro-
fessions, the church, the performing arts and 
on the land; women in relation to the law, 
the mas s media, education and health and the 
search f or peace. Conferences, seminars , 
fo rums are being held and festivals and 
exhibitions are being held relating to women's 
art. 
Leaflets have been published briefly illustrat-
ing the work being undertaken in celebration 
of IWY. For further information write to: 
UN Association of Australia 
134 Flinders Street 
Melbourne, Victoria 3000 
Australia. 
******* 
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United Nations Association of San Francisco 
On United Nations Day, 24 October 1975, and 
25 October, the UN Association of San Francisco 
will be sponsoring one of the major American 
celebrations of IWY - two days focusing on the 
effort to enlarge "the conceptualization and 
understanding of true equality and empowerment" 
of women. The Conference, which will receive 
national publicity and have national implica-
tions, seeks to reinforce the them of IWY 
"Equality, Development and Peace", and to 
inspire in women the self-understanding of 
their inherent capabilities, thereby releasing 
them to pursue with confidence their goals and 
aspirations. 
In addition to keynote addresses by an 
American woman and by a Third World woman, each 
assessing the specific needs of women in her 
own country, agenda topics include: •~ 
Empowerment: The Inner and Outer Dimensions 
Concerns of Third World Women in the U.S. 
International Women's Year: Toward the 
Year 2000 A. D. 
Nationally prominent Pmerican women have been 
invited to participate in the Conference, as 
well as local women who have expertise in these 
areas. 
The Conference will culminate in an Awards 
Celebration to be held Saturday evening, 25 
October, in the City Hall Rotunda. Those 
selected to receive awards will be women who 
have personally won recognition in their 
special fields and have also contributed to 
elevating the status of women. 
The UN Association of San Francisco also pub-
lishes a monthly IWY Bay Area Newsletter which 
has a circulation of 1,500 women and 75 organ-
izations. To receive the newsletter and/or 
conference brochure with registration form, 
write to: 
United Nations Center 
1739 Union Street 
San Francisco, Calif.94123 
******* 
United Towns Organization (UTO) 
A Worldwide Intermunicipal Conference was 
organized by UTO on the issue of: "The Promo-
tion of Women to Positions of Municipal 
Responsibility" was held in Lome, Togo, from 
27-31 July 1975, in the framework of IWY. 
This Conference was preceded by re~ional meet-
ings in Europe, Africa and America. 
******* 
[west European Women's Rights Movements Field 
Trip 
From 29 December to 16 January, the University 
of Wisconsin (Oshkosh) will be sponsoring a 
field trip to London, Paris and Amsterdam to 
study the status (strengths, weeaknesses, 
effectiveness, schisms, etc.) of the women's 
ri ghts movements in Western Europe. Enrollment 
may be for graduate, undergraduate or audit 
credit. The field trip is open to the general 
public. Those enrolled will meet with women 
activists from interest groups, political 
part ies and governmental bodies and will study 
developments in family law, education, employ-
ment, welfare, civil and political ri ghts and 
criminal law. For further details contact: 
Dr. Martin Gruberg (tour leader) 
Political Science Department 
University of Wisconsin 
Oshkosh, Wis.54901. 
******* 
Women films international 
A seminar on the subj ect "Women and the Cinema" 
was held in Saint-Vincent (Italy) from 23 - 27 
July 1975 under the sponsorship of UNESCO. A 
number of women directly involved with cinema, 
and representinv, 17 countries, participated in 
the meeting . One of the most interesting out-
comes of this gathering was the creation of an 
association entitled: "Women films international" 
with headquarters in Stockholm. 
******* 
WORLD CONGRESS OF WOMEN 
The Executive Committee of the International 
Preparatory Committee of the World Congress 
for IWY held its second meeting on 27 and 28 
May 1975 at Berlin. The Committee decided to 
extend the number of commissions of the 
Congress as f ollows: 
Equality of women in society 
Women and work 
Women and development 
The family and society 
The education of women 
Women for peace, disarmament and protec-
tion of the environment 
Women for national independence and inter-
national solidarity 
Effect of mass media, literature and art 
on women in society 
Co-operation and united action of women of 
the world towards the goals of IWY 
******* 
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IV. INFORMATTONAL MATERIAL 
POPULI 
Volume 2, No. 2, Journal of the United Nations 
Fund for Population Activities (UNFPA) contains 
a special eight-page supplement on IWY. 
Articles by Helvi Sipila on women's right to 
decide; Elizabeth Reid on humanizing develop-
ment; Magaly Garcia on how it is in Cuba; and 
Mallica Vajrathon on what the international 
agencies should be doing; are contained in the 
supplement. 
******* 
WOMEN AND THE UN 
UNITAR News, Vol.7, No. 1, 1975, contains 
articles by UN staff members and others about 
the situation of women working at the United 
Nations three years after a colloquium held in 
Austria to study the basic problems. It also 
contains a dialogue among a group of women 
delegates, as well as a summary of a panel 
discussion held at UN Headquarters on 7 March 
1975 to celebrate IWY on "Women and Men: the 
Next 25 Years". 
Copies are available for US$1.00 from: 
United Nations Publications 
LX-2300 
New York, N.Y.10017 
or 
United Nations Publications 
Palais des Nations 
Geneva, Switzerland 
******* 
WORLD FOOD PROGRAMME NEWS 
A special Women's Year issue, April-June 1975, 
has been published in Arabic, English, French 
and Spanish editions. Copies may be obtained 
from: 
World Food Programme 
Via delle Terme di Caracalla 
00100 Rome, Italy. 
******* 
INTERNATIONAL LABOUR REVIEW 
The ILO Review of July 1975 contains articles 
relating to women and is published in English, 
French and Spanish. Articles about remunera-
tion of migrant workers in Sweden, women work-
ers and the courts and suggestions for the 
advancement of working women are contained in 
this issue. 
******* 
THE MISSING HALF 
As a contribution of the Food and Agriculture 
Organization (FAO) Information Division to 
IWY, has published this pamphlet which deals 
primarily with women involved in rural work. 
Copies may be obtained from UNIPUB, 650 First 
Avenue, New York, N.Y.10016, for US$2.00. 
UN sales agents in other countries will have 
copies available or requests may be sent to: 
Distribution and Sales Section 
Food and Agriculture Organization 
Via delle Terme di Caracalla 
00100 Rome, Italy. 
******* 
WOMEN EDUCATION EQUALITY: a decade of experiment 
Published on the occasion of IWY, the above 
publication reviews and analyses three experi-
mental projects in Unesco's long-term programme 
to promote equal educational opportunities for 
women. The projects were centered on education 
for rural women (in Upper Volta), training for 
women primary school teachers (in Nepal) and 
the access of women to technical careers (in 
Chile). 
Copies may be obtained from UN sales agents 
(such as UNIPUB in New York) or from Unesco, 
7 place de Fontenoy, 75700 Paris, France. 
******* 
UNESCO COURIER 
The August-September 1975 issue of the 
"Courier" is devoted specifically to women 
entitled "Turning point for women ... " and 
contains articles such as "I didn't Choose 
my Husband", an inquiry on the situation of 
women villagers in Upper Volta; and others 
about women in Japan, Algeria, Afghanistan, 
U.S.A., and the situation of women in twelve 
socialist countries. 
The "Courier" is published in 15 languages 
and may be obtained from UN sales agents or 
from Unesco in Paris. 
******* 
WORLD HEALTH 
The World Health Organization devoted its 
June 1975 issue to the theme: "Mexico: Inter-
national Women's Year" and contains articles 
about women in health: family planning in 
Korea; health services in Bulgaria and others. 
Copies may be obtained for US$1.00 from the 
Q Corporation 
49 Sheridan Avenue 
Albany, N.Y.12210 
******* 
- 36 -
IV. INFORMATIONAL MATERIAL (Contd .) 
GAZETTE 
This quarterly, which is published in English 
and Spanish by the Pan American Health Organi-
zation, devoted its Vol.7, No. 1, issue to 
"Women: A fight for basic rights becomes a 
struggle for real equality". Copies may be 
obtained by writing to: 
Gazette 
525 23rd Street N.W. 
Washington, D.C.20037 
******* 
PARTICIPACION DE LA MUJER EN EL DESARROLLO DE 
AMERICA LATINA Y EL CARIBE 
This publication was published by the Region-
al Office of UNICEF in Santiago, Chile, as a 
contribution to IWY . The booklet contains 
three articles on women and the family, 
women's participation in the development pro-
cess and employment, training and social 
security of women in Latin America and the 
Caribbean. Copies are available in Spanish 
only at this moment. Write to: 
Oficina Regional para Las Americas 
Casilla 13970 
Santiago, Chile 
******* 
COUNCIL FOR MUTUAL ECON OMIC ASSISTANCE 
The Secretariat of this Organization, which is 
an inter-governmental organization which com-
prises members from European socialist 
countries and Cuba and Mongolia, published an 
information pamphlet on the activities of the 
Council for promoting the improvement of the 
social and economic status of women in its 
member countries. 
******* 
THE ROLE OF WOMEN IN THE ECONOMY 
The OECD (Organisation for Economic Co-opera-
tion and Development) has published a report 
on "The Role of Women in the Economy" which 
synthesizes the replies of ten country 
members of the Organization (Australia, 
BelKium, Canada, Denmark, Finland, France, 
Italy, Japan, Sweden and the United States), 
on information concerning different aspects of 
the employment of women. 
Copies may be obtained from OECD sales agents 
throughout the world, or: 
OECD Publications Center, Suite 1207 
1750 Pennsylvania Ave. N.W. 
Washington, D.C.20006 
******* 
I During IWY many Governments have published booklets or pamphlets relating to the status 
of women in their countries. This is not 
intended to be a definitive list, but an 
indication of some that were made available 
to this office. 
Australia 
"La Muj er Australiana" 
Austria 
"The Woman in Austria" 
Barbados 
"The Barbadienne" - a souvenir magazine for 
IWY 
, Bulgaria 
"Women in People's Republic of Bulgaria". 
Cuba 
"Cuba 75" (pamphlet). 
, Family Code in English, French and Spanish. 
' "Memoria: II Congreso Nacional de la Federacion 
de Muj eres Cubanas". 
The Revolution has in Cuban women today an 
impressive political force (E/F/S). Speech 
by Commander-in-Chief Fidel Castro at the 
closin~ SP~~ion of the Second Congress of 
the Federation of Cuban Woman, Havana, 197li. 
~ 
Message of Ms. Gihane El-Sadat to the World 
Alliance of Women for Peace and Freedom. 
The Legal Status of Women in Egypt. 
E_inlapd 
"Tasa-Arvo , Kehitys, Rauha" (er]_uality, devel-
opment, peace), a publication in Finnish 
desipned to acq uaint the peneral public with 
the aims of IWY. 
France 
" Les J ournees Internationales de Paris/ 1 -
2 - 3 mars 1975, published by the Ministry of 
Co-operation. 
"The Social Evolution of the Status of Women 
in France" ( Enp:lish and French), published by 
t he Comi te du 'I'r avail Feminin. 
"Femmes d 'Afrique et femmes Malgaches" 
published by the Ministry of Co-operation. 
Guatemala 
"Discriminacion de la Mu,ier Guatemalteca (en 
l a leirislaci6n)" by Licda. Carmen Yolanda 
Chavarria de Ponce. Published by the 
Guatemalan Institute of Social Security. 
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"Women in India" published by the Central 
Institute of Research and Training in Public 
Cooperation. 
"Status of Women in India: A Synopsis of the 
Report of the National Committee ( 1971-7 4)" 
published by the Indian Council of Social 
Science Research. 
"A Compendium of Programmes" ( for IWY), 
published by the Ministry of Education, 
Social Welfare and Culture. 
Leaflets on subjects such as "Women - Opport-
unities for Economic Participation"; 
"Women in Politics"; "Women in Education"; 
and "Rights of Women", published by the 
Ministry of Information and Broadcasting. 
Pamphlet entitled "Women in India". 
''IWY Newsletter" published by the Department 
of Social Welfare, Women's Welfare Division. 
Indonesia 
''The Women's Role in Development in Indonesia" 
a report prepared for the Conference in 
Mexico City by the National Committee for 
IWY 1975, Jakarta. 
Israel 
"The Working Women in Israel" ( E/F /S )by Naava 
Aizin. 
Japan 
"Women and Education in Japan", published by 
the Social Education Bureau, Ministry of 
F.ducation. 
~ 
The programme of action of the "Jordanian 
Joint Committee for IWY 1975". 
~ 
''Kuwaiti Woman and IWY 1975" (E/A), published 
by the Ministry of Social Affairs and Labour. 
~-
"Address by Luis Echeverria, President of 
Mexico, at the opening meeting of the World 
Conference of the IWY" (E/F/S/R/C). 
"Address by Mrs. Maria Esther Zuno de 
Echeverria on opening the IWY Tribune". 
(English, French and Spanish). 
''Ano Internacional de la Mujer: documentos 
para los maestros" published by the Ministry 
of Public Education. 
"Junta de Asistencia Privada", Bulletin No. 3 
of June 1975, contains biographies of famous 
Mexican women. 
"Mujer: la mi tad oscura de la vida" by Llamas, 
Castro and Flores. 
"Woman's Rights'' ( E/F /S) published by the 
National Council of Population. 
"Women's Participation in Formal Education" 
(E/F/S) by Rosario Castellanos. 
"SOP" Secretaria de Obras Publicas, Organo 
Informativo, Afio X, Numero 111, Junio 1975. 
Special edition on the participation of 
women in the development of Mexico. 
"1916" Primer Congreso Feminista de Mexico" 
facsimile edition published by El Grupo de 
Voluntarias del Instituto del Fondo Nacional 
de la Vivienda para los Tabajadores. 
Netherlands 
"Women in the Netherlands" pamphlet published 
by the Ministry of Cultural Affairs, 
Recreation and Social Welfare. 
New Zealand 
"The Role of Women in New Zealand Society", 
Report of the Select Committee on Women's 
Rights, June 1975. 
Nigeria 
"Nigerian Womanhood in the IWY 1975", paper 
presented on behalf of the National Council 
of Women Societies by Chief (Mrs.) Kofoworola 
A. Pratt, Lagos State Commissioner for Health 
at the World Conference in Mexico City. 
Panama 
"Planificaci6n Y Cambio Social", published by 
Panamanian Society of Planning. Issue No. 
2, June 1975, a special IWY issue. 
" Internacional de la Mujer Boletin Infor-
mativo" published by Public Relations Branch. 
"Himno a la Mujer" for IWY, contributed by the 
Association of University Women of Panama. 
Poster for IWY. 
Poland 
"Woman in Poland": a pamphlet published by 
the Central Statistical Office, Warsaw 1975. 
"Working Woman in People's Poland" ( E/F /S) 
published by the Ministry of Labour, Wages 
and Social Affairs. 
Philippines 
"Woman Enough" and other essays by Carmen 
Guerrero Nakpil. 
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IV. INFORMATIONAL MATERIAL (Contd.) 
Philippines (Contd.) 
"The Compassionate Society and other selected 
speeches of Imelda Romualdez Marcos". 
"The Role of Women in the Philippines". 
"Compassion and Commitment" - Action Programmes 
of the .First Lady, Imelda Romualdez Marcos. 
Sri Lanka 
"Sri Lanka Women's Conference", a report of 
the activities of its affiliates compiled 
for IWY. 
Sweden 
"Sex Roles in Transition", a report on a 
Pilot Programme in Sweden by Rita Liljestrom, 
Funilla Furst Mellstrom and Gillan 
Liljestrom fvensson. 
"EJ::tuality is the Goal", a Swedish report by 
Elisabet Sandberg . Both reports published 
by the Advisory Council to the Prime 
Minister on Equality between Men and Women. 
Switzerland 
"La Suisse et 1 1 Annee internationale de la 
femme", the theme of the fourth Congress 
of Swiss Women, and report of this Congress. 
Published in French, German and Italian. 
Trinidad and Tobago 
"The Legal Status of Women in Trinidad and 
Tobago" by Stephanie Daly, LLB. (Hons.) 
London. Published by the National 
Commission on the Status of Women. 
.!:)p:anda 
"Uganda Women's Challenges" published by the 
Ministry of Culture and Community Develop-
ment. 
United Arab Emirates 
A booklet in Arabic about the condition of 
women in the United Arab Emirates. 
USSR 
"Fundamental Labour Legislation of the USSR 
and the Union Republics . " (E/F/S/R). 
"Fundamental of Legislation of the USSR and 
the Union Republic on the Health Service". 
"Fundamentals of Legislation of the USSR and 
the Union Republic on Marriage and the 
Family". 
Yugoslavia 
"Women at Work: Swnmary of a Study of Women 
Workers in Industry", prepared by the IWY 
Committee. 
"The Human Rights to Free Choice on Childbirth 
in the Socialist Federal Republic of 
Yugoslavia", published by the IWY Committee. 
******* 
other publications produced by Organizations 
and individuals follow: 
"The Woman's Breviary" (E/F/S/R/C) published 
by the National Female Revolutionary Group 
of the National Confederation of Popular 
Organizations of the Party of Revolutionary 
Institutions, Mexico . 
"Half of Humanity" ( E/S) published by the 
International Planned Parenthood Federation. 
"The Rights of Working Women", a charter 
produced for consideration of the World 
Congress of the World Confederation of Free 
Trade Unions, to be held in Mexico from 
17-24 October 1975. 
"Mu,jer y Trabajo: Jornadas sindicales 
nacionales: Conclusiones definitivas", a 
report of meetings held from 8-10 April 1975 
by the National Council of Workers, Spain. 
"The Muslim Woman: To Commemorate IWY 1975" 
by Zeinab el Fatih el Badawi, a journalist. 
"Contribution of women to human awakening and 
progress: a tribute in IWY", an album of 
twelve prints from the painting of well-known 
artists whose theme is the contribution made 
by women to the development of social and 
moral conscience of society. Prepared by 
the Punjab and Sind Bank Ltd. for IWY. 
The Bank also produced a calendar for 1975 
depicting the role of women in Sikh history. 
"Canadian Labour", Vol.20, No. 2, June 1975. 
Official Journal of the Canadian Labour 
Congress, special issue "Women are persons" 
1929, EJ::tual pay for Equal work, Women's 
Year "why not" 197 5. 
UNIFO Publishers, Ltd ., P.O. Box 785, Stony 
Brook, N.Y .11790, will have an English 
Microfiche Edition of the complete official 
documentation of the World Conference of 
the IWY available shortly. Microfiche set, 
including printed guide $65. Guide only $15. 
The WOMEN AND THE LAW collection of the Women's History Library is now available on microfilm. 
Forty reels on Law,General Politics, Employment, Education, Black and Third World Women, Rape/ 
Prison/Prostitution, at $30 a reel. Also available WOMEN'S HEALTH/MENTAL HEALTH on microfilm. 
Contact Women's History Research Center, 2325 Oak Street, Berkeley, California 94708. 
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V. RECENT EVENTS OF INTEREST 
United Nations 
At the recent Seventh Special Session of the 
General Assembly, of the 1,444 delegates to 
the session, 77 were women. H.E. Mme. 
Jeanne-Martin Cisse, Ambassador and Permanent 
Representative of Guinea to the United Nations 
was the only female head of delegation. There 
were 12 representatives, 23 alt ernates and 3 
special advisers or experts, making a total of 
2. 7% women. 
The General Assembly concluded , on the morn-
ing of 16 ~eptember, its seventh special 
session a f ter unanimously adopting a resolu-
tion setting out a "basis and f ramework" for 
future work to promote development and inter-
national economic co-operation. The resolu-
tion (3363 (S-VII)) contains a series of 
proposals covering all seven major issues 
dealt with at t he session: international 
trade, the trans f er of resources to finance 
development and international monetary 
reform , science and technol ogy , industriali-
zati on, food and agriculture, co-operation 
among developing countries, and restructur-
ing of the economic and s ocial sectors of 
the United Nations sys t em. 
The Assembly took a decision in which it 
noted with satisfaction a report on the 
results of the World Conference of the IWY, 
held in Mexi co City in June/July (document 
A/10211). 
******* 
Australia 
The National IWY Advisory Committee received 
a further $1.3 million from the 1975-76 
budget. More than 100 women's projects 
have been approved by the Committee from the 
original $2 million allocation and another 
800 are being considered. 
A Conference on "Women's Health in a Changin 
Society" was opened in Brisbane by the Prime 
Minister, Mr. Whitlam on 25 August. The 
four main topics of the Conference were: 
Reproductive life and general health, , 
behavioral aspects of women's health, women 
work and problems of isolation. Speaker~ 
include Dame Josephine Barnes, vice-pres1den 
of the Women's National Cancer Control 
Campaign in Britain and Professor J~al . 
Karam Harfouche of the American University, 
Beirut, who spe~rheaded political recogni-
tion for Lebanese women in 1953. 
More than 600 women attended a Conference held 
in Canberra from 31 August to 5 September 1975, 
The Conference called "Women in Poli tics" heard 
the following speakers: Rosemary Brown of 
Canada; Charlotte Bunch of the United States: 
Bertha Harris of New York; May Hobbs of London ; 
Juliet Mitchell of London; Claire Slatter, 
organiser of the South Pacific Women's Confer-
ence; Bertha Van Beek, world's first ombudswoman: 
and Edith Van Horn, founder of CLUW. 
******* 
Denmark 
In Thisted, Jutland, 25 male workers at a 
factory went on strike for equal pay with their 
women colleagues. The men claimed they were 
earning only Kr.24 an hour, while women were 
getting Kr.25.60. The men resumed work, but 
the case has gone to arbitration . 
******* 
Finland 
In the recent parliamentary elections held on 
21-22 September 1975, 46 women out of a total 
of 200 were elected to office, making 23 %. 
This is one of the highest percentages of 
women participating in political leadership 
other than the Socialist countries of Europe. 
******* 
Nigeri~ 
Mrs. Raliatu Aliyu, the first woman in Kwara 
State to be appointed to the Bench was sworn 
in on 6 May 1975. She is 27 years of age. 
******* 
United States 
Governor Milton J. Shapp of Pennsylvania 
received an IWY award from the U.S.Department 
of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) Federal 
Women's Seminar for showing ''significant 
progress in the advancement and employmentof 
women in government." 
******* 
Zambia 
Seventeen months ago in Lusaka, Ms. Lombe 
Chibesakunda was appointed the first Zambian 
woman Solicitor-General On 27 May she was 
appointed Ambassador to Japan, Zambia's second 
woman diplomat. The first was Ms. Gwendoline 
Konie, who is Ambassador to Sweden, Finland and 
Norway. 
******* 
*********************************************************************************************** * * 
* * : GENERAL ASSEMBLY (30th session: commencing 16 September 1975) : 
* * 
: One woman was elected to chair the Fourth Committee, one of the Main Committees of the : 
! General Assembly: : 
: Mrs. F. Joka-Bangura (Sierra Leone) : 
* * : Some of the items on the agenda of the 30th session of particular interest to women are : 
: listed below: : 
* * ! Item 12 Report of the Economic and Social Council: : 
* * ! Chapter II (General discussion of international economic and social policy, : 
! including regional and sectoral developments) : 
* * ! Chapter III, sections A,B and C (relating to the earthquake in Pakistan, : 
! drought problems in the Sudano-Sahelian, Ethiopian and Somalian ! 
! regions) ! 
* * ! Chapter IV, section B (Special session of the General Assembly devoted to : 
! development and international economic co-operation) : 
* * ! Chapter V, section A (Social development questions). ! 
* * ! Items 40, 41 and 42 relating to the World Disarmament Conference and mid-term review of : 
! the Disarmament Decade. * 
* * ! Item 58 Operational activities for development: relating to UNDP. technical co-operation! 
! activities; UN Volunteers programme; UNFPA; UN Children's Fund; World Food ! 
! Programme and appointment of the Administrator of the UN Development Programme. ! 
* * ! Item 59 United Nations Environment Programme: relating to the Habitat Conference and ; 
! criteria governing multilateral financing of housing and human settlements. ! 
* ; ! Item 60 Food problems. * 
* * * * ; Item 62 United Nations University. !
: Item 64 Charter of Economic Rights and Duties of States. : 
* * : Item 65 Mid-term review and appraisal of progress in the implementation of the Inter- i 
: national Development Strategy for the Second United Nations Development Decade. ! 
: * * Item 71 World social situation. * 
* * ! Item 75 International Women's Year, including the proposals and recommendations of the ! 
! World Conference of the International Women's Year. ! 
* * * 6 * Item l_ Status and role of women in society, with special reference to the need for 
; achieving equal rights for women and to women's contribution to the attainment ! 
i of the goals of the Second UN Development Decade, to the struggle against : 
: colonialism, racism and racial discrimination and to the strengthening of ! 
! international peace and of co-operation between States. ; 
* * ! Item 81 National experience in achieving far-reaching social and economic changes for ! 
: the purpose of social progress. ; 
* * i Item 85 United Nations conference for an international convention on adoption law. ! 
* * ! Item 104 - Personnel questions. ! 
* * ! Item 123 - Development and international economic co-operation : implementation of the ! 
: decisions adopted by the General Assembly at its seventh special session. : 
* * i Other items include all those to be considered by the Third Committee relating to human ! 
: rights, such as racial discrimination (No. 68); scientific and technological developments : 
! (No. 69); youth (No. 72); human rights and fundamental freedoms (No. 73); torture (No. 74); ; 
! self-determination and independence (No. 77); religious intolerance (No. 79); freedom of t 
: information (No. 83); and status of the International Covenants on Economic, Social and ! 
! Cultural Rights and Civil and Political Rights and the Optional Protocol on Civil and ! 
! Political Rights. ! 
: ******* : 
* * ~********************************************************************************************** 
